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A New Song of the Flight 


By Norman C. Schlichter 


HEN Joseph rose and wakened her, 
And whispered, ‘‘We must go, 


Mary, into Egypt, quick,’ 
What comfort now to know 


That she went bravely onward then, 
Holding Jesus tight; 

On through tyrant darkness till 
The safe place came in sight. 


How tenderly she held Him there, 
Beneath His Father’s stars, 

On that road from Bethlehem 
That bears fresh tyrant scars! 


Now that blessed Babe of hers, 
He is Himself the place 

Of safety for His followers 
Who tyrant terrors face. 


God be praised for Mary now! 
For Joseph and the flight! 
And for that blessed Baby, still 

Our dark world’s only Light. 


Making “Surrender” Practical 


We are often told that Christians 
should surrender fully to the Lord. But 
what does this mean? At conferences 
for the deepening of the spiritual life 
many a Christian has tried to surren- 
der, and has gone away uncertain and 
unsatisfied. A pastor writes to THE 


Sunpay Scuoot Truss: “T do not know 
what you mean by fully surrendering 
our wills to His. Make it practical. Just 
what must I do?”: The surrender that 
God asks every Christian to make to 
His Son as Lord is very simple, very 
practical, easily understood, and easily 
done if we will. To make a Christmas 
gift to a loved one is not an involved, 
complicated thing to do. We decide 
on some present that we believe will 
please that loved one, then we give the 
present to that loved one —and that is 
all there is to it. Surrendering our 
lives to the Lord means simply that 
we make a present of ourselves to him. 
Paul beseeches all Christian brethren 
that “ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God” 
(Rom, 12:1). When we have received 
Christ as Saviour we have been made 
holy by his shed blood and death in 
our stead. He has given us himself as 


t 


our life; he asks us, having received his 
great gift, to give him ourselves. It 
means turning ourselves over to Christ 
for him to own, to possess, and to use 
according to his will, for time and eter- 
nity. We cease to belong to ourselves; 
we belong to him. That is surrender. 
After we have given a Christmas gift 
to a loved one we do not have to say 
about it, “I tried to,” or “I think I did,” 
or “I did it the best I knew how.” Either 
we gave that gift to that loved one, or 
we did not. Have we told the Lord 
Jesus that we make a present of our- 
selves to him, as a gift to the One we 
love most of all, having received his gift 
of himself as our Saviour and life? That 
is surrender. Having done this, God 
wants us to say with Paul: . “I know 
whom I have believed, and am per- 
suaded that he is able to keep that which 
I have committed unto him against that 
day” (2 Tim. 1:12). 


Making an Idol of Success 


O CHRISTIAN would ever think 
N of bowing down to an idol of 

wood or stone. We know that 
such is clearly forbidden by our Creator, 
and intelligence tells us that a graven 
image is utterly useless and impotent. 
To bow down to an idol made with our 
own hands would be to worship some- 
thing inferior to ourselves; for the mind 
which creates must be greater than the 
thing it creates. 

Yet every Christian is in danger of be- 
coming an idolater. For there are many 
form of idolatry. The Apostle John was 
not thinking merely of graven images 
when he wrote, “Little children, keep 
yourselves from idols.” The Apostle 
Paul told the believers at Corinth to 
beware of “covetousness, which is idol- 
atry.” An idol is anything that takes 
the place of God in our lives. What- 
ever dethrones God in the life becomes 
the idol we worship. It is possible to 
make an idol of the best things, —to 
worship music, science, art, friends. Un- 
less our love for such is subordinate to 
our love for Christ we become guilty 
of idolatry. 

There is one danger we all have to 
meet, and that is, the making an idol 





of success. Every young person wants 
to be successful in life, and such a de- 
sire is legitimate and good. It is right 
that we should strive to be successful 
in our studies, our vocation, our recrea- 
tions. Yet, though we fail in spite of 
all our efforts to gain the prize so much 
desired, we must not be too disappointed. 
It is good for many of us that we do 
not gain the goal of our ambitions. If 
we did, we might make a god of suc- 
cess and live only to win greater success 
and fame. If only we knew our hearts 
better, and our proneness to follow suc- 
cess rather than Christ and the way of 
the cross, we would thank God for some 
of our failures. It is difficult to be 
eminently successful and remain humble 
and true to Christian ideals. 

The Bible is full of illustrations of 
successful men who paid the penalty 
of success. 

Lot selfishly chose the best pasture 
land when Abraham generously gave 
him tke first choice after they had 
decided to dissolve partnership. He be- 
came a most successful sheep farmer, 
and his family were attracted to the 
pleasures and sins of Sodom and Gomor- 
rah. Possibly they were popular in those 
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wicked cities. When the time came for 
them to flee for their lives, Lot’s wife 
looked back upon the sinful city she 
loved too well, and she was turned into 
a pillar of salt. How differently things 
would have ended if Lot had put God, 
and the highest welfare of his family, 
before wealth and success ! 

Solomon was the most successful and 
most powerful king of his day. Kings 
and queens from afar courted his favor 
and his aid. But his success was his 
undoing; he became proud, arrogant, 
disobedient, lustful, and ultimately fol- 
lowed the strange gods introduced by 
his heathen wives. 

Uzziah was one of Judah’s most 
successful warrior kings. He gained vic- 
tory after victory, and continually ex- 
tended his territory. But, says Scrip- 
ture, “When he was strong, his heart 
was lifted up to his destruction.” He 
deliberately disobeyed a divine com- 
mand and paid the penalty, being smit- 
ten with the foul disease of leprosy for 
the rest of his days. 

One thinks of the rich farmer men- 
tioned by Christ who, spurred on by his 
success, built larger barns and planned 
to enjoy a time of ease and merriment 
in his retirement. In the midst of his 
success this idolater was cut off in a 
moment. Paul tells of some believers 
who lived to accumulate wealth. They 
were successful, but at what a cost! 
“They have erred from the faith, and 
pierced themselves through with many 
sorrows.” 

That is the sad end of multitudes of 
men and women, in our own day, who 
have coveted and worshiped success. 
The more success a man wins, in what- 
ever realm of life, the more he is likely 
to want, until at last success may be- 
come his master and he its abject slave. 

We shall be saved from the idolatry 
of success if we remember, in the first 
place, that success in Heaven is meas- 
ured not by a man’s wealth, power, posi- 
tion, scholarship, but by his fidelity to 
Christ and to his cause. Failure to be 
faithful is the only real failure. In the 
last day we shall not be asked, Were 
you successful? but, Were you faithful? 
Under every circumstance were you 
loyal to Christ, to truth, to righteous- 
ness, to the inner impulses of the Holy 
Spirit? Most of the world’s successes 
are Heaven’s failures. They are the 
men and women who have sacrificed 
their souls to win a transient satisfac- 
tion. Let us live to be faithful to Christ 
and his principles; let us count this as 
the only success worth striving after. 

Then again, we shall be saved from 
bowing down to success if we view it in 
the light of eternity. Success seen in 
this light is a very paltry and fleeting 
thing. We have ali seen politicians, 
sportsmer, industrialists climb high on 
the ladder of success, only to be for- 
gotten in a few short years. Shackleton, 
the great explorer, said: “I think noth- 
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ing of the world and the public. They 
cheer you oné minute and howl you 
down the next.” Estimate in the light 
of death and eternity the worth of that 
which the world ,worships as success. 
What was the worth of bountiful har- 
vests to the “rich fool” when death came 
to him? “Then whose shall those things 
be, which thou’ hast provided?” Un- 
happy are they who approach eternity 
with nothing to support them. Blessed 
are they who are rich ih the things that 
abide; who are rich in Christ, in faith, 
in love, and in hope. What we have 
gained we leave behind, for “we brought 
nothing into this world, and it is certain 
we can carry nothing out.” What we 
are is the one thing*that matters when 
the call comes.. If we are redeemed by 
Christ, if through faith in him we are 
sons of God, the faithful followers. of 
the Lamb, then it is of little consequence 
if we are poor in this world’s goods and 
occupy a very humble position in life. 
What counts is our ultimate position. 
There will come a day when positions 
will be reversed, when the successful 
man who has lived only for this earth 
will envy the position of the poorest 
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saint (Luke 16:19-26). If in the doing 
of Christ’s will you suffer loss and have 
to sacrifice those things which weigh so 
much with men of this world, “rejoice 
... for great is your reward in ‘heaven.” 

If even in Christian service we meet 
with apparent failure, let us remember, 
“it is the way the Master went; should 
not the servant tread it still?” The 
world counted Christ a failure. If we 
are ready to be a failure from a worldly 
point of view, for Christ’s sake, then 
we shall share in his glory and that 
crown which Paul said, in the hour of 
his martyrdom is laid up for all who 
love Christ, and welcome his appearing. 
If we live for Christ, for his Kingdom, 
for the salvation of souls, then there will 


“be no danger of groveling in the dust 


before the idol of success. 

He who can say “to live is Christ, 
and to die is gain” is on the path to 
real success. The truly successful man 
is he who has lived to do the will of 
Christ, and who at the end of his jour- 


‘ney receives the Saviour’s highest com- 


mendation: “Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant: . enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord.” 














Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 














Does God Create Evil? 


In reading Isaiah recently, while study- 
ing the Sunday school lessons for these 
weeks, I read what I had never noticed 
before in Isaiah 45:7: “I form the light, 
and create darkness: I make peace, and 
CREATE EVIL: I the Lord do all these 
things.” I cannot harmonize _ these 
thoughts with God. I know that God 
allows mento choose to do evil, but how 
can: God create evil? Can you explain 
this to me? 

I do not know how long we have had 
Tue Sunpay Scuoot Trves as a weekly 
visitor, but it is over thirty years. We 
cannot estimate the inspiration and influ- 
ence and aid to Bible study and teaching 
of Sunday school class this paper has been 
during these years. We value it next to 
our Bible——A Rhode Island -reader. P 


The Trmes-is grateful for the encour- 
agement and fellowship of the Rhode 
Island reader, and gladly passes on what 
trustworthy Bible students have seen and 
said concerning that verse which, in the 
English translation and taken by itself, is 
puzzling—that God should “create 
evil.” 

Let all readers of the Bible be as- 
sured of one thing: the Hebrew word 
in Isaiah 45:7 translated in the English 
“evil” does not mean sin, and is never 
translated sin. God did not create sin, 
and could not; sin originated first in the 
heart of the highest created angel, Luci- 
fer; whose name now is Satan, when he 
of his own free will rebelled against Gcd 
(Isa. 14:12-15); and then it came into 
the human race when Adam and Eve 


yielded to the temptation of Satan to 
deny the word of God and disobey him 
(Gen. 3:1-6). 

What, then, does God mean when he 
says, “I ... create evil”? The note in 
the Scofield Reference Bible throws a 
flood of light on this, and makes the 
meaning plain: “Hebrew ra, translated 
‘sorrow,’ ‘wretchedness,’ ‘adversity,’ ‘af- 
flictions,’ ‘calamities,’ but never trans- 
lated sin. God created evil only in the 
sense that he made sorrow, wretchedness, 
etc., to be the sure fruits of sin.” 





Next Week 


If one by faith receives Christ as 
Saviour but does not make public 
confession of this faith, is that one 
lost? The question was discussed 
in this department (Oct. 5), and a 
few readers have written strong 
disagreement with the editorial con, 
viction expressed. A letter has now 
come from a well-known missionary 
who has labored in the foreign field 
in Persia for half a century, Dr. 
Frederick G. Coan, and his convic- 
tions, out of long-continued observa- 
tion and extraordinary experience, 
are challenging and impressive. Dr. 
Coan’s letter will be published here 
next week. 





























Lesson for January 5 ‘ 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Wen 





= 











Will God Require Blood Sacrifices in the “Milleniriom ? 


A study of Ezekiel’s prophecy and the typical character 
of the five offerings in Leviticus 


By Graken Gilmer 














; al Re is a most excruciating prob- 

lem,” said one well-known 

Bible teacher. Most premil- 
lénnial teachers believe that there will 
be-efferings of animals during the King- 
dom Age. This has been a favorite 
point of attack by those who do not 
bélieve in the literal interpretation of 
the unfulfilled prophecies. On one oc- 
casion the writer was holding a Bible 
eonference in the church of a brother 
who did not believe that the Jews would 
return to Palestine, or that a kingdom 
of glory would be established on earth. 
As’ we discussed different subjects of 
the Word this brother suddenly said, 
“What are you going to do about the 
sacrifices during the Millennium?” The 
writer replied: “I believe God’s Word 
teaches that there will be such sacrifices. 
Why, I do not know. I am content for 
that to be God’s problem and not mine.” 
He still believes that he gave a suffi- 
cient answer, but he now not only be- 
lieves that there will be such sacrifices 
but believes he also knows the reason 
why there will be. 


Understanding Ezekiel’s Prophecy 


This is an important question for those 
of us who believe in the literal inter- 
pretation of unfulfilled prophecies. The 
place where we find the fullest descrip- 
tion of these future sacrifices is in Eze- 
kiel, chapters 40-46. Certainly no amount 
of ‘juggling of Scripture can place chap- 
ters 40-48 of Ezekiel anywhere in the 
past. This passage follows immediately 
a. description of Israel’s darkest hour, 
which will come during the Great Tribu- 
lation. In these chapters we find one 
of the many descriptions of the Kingdom 
Age, In chapters 47 and 48 we find 
such a grouping: of Israel’s tribes as no 
map of Palestine of the past has ever 
revealed. But most significant of all 
we find a long description of a temple 
in chapters 40-44, the like of which has 
never been seen on earth. Certainly this 
is to be a real temple. An architect 
of our day (G. S. Aitkin, Esq., of Edin- 
burgh, Scotland) made a‘ study of this 
description from a technical standpoint, 
drawing the plan of the temple, and 
finding a place for every measurement 
referred, to. We find “the glory of the 
God of Israel” coming to this future 
temple by the way of the east (43:2). 
We also find mentioned in the descrip- 
tion of this temple yet to be built all 
five of the offerings of Leviticus (Lev. 
1-6). Four of these offerings are men- 
tioned in one verse (Ezek. 45:17). 

A seminary professor, in writing re- 


Is there a reasonable, Scriptural 
solution of the problem as to whether 
Israel will be required to offer Old 
Testament sacrifices in the Kingdom 
Age? Dr. Graham Gilmer, a well- 
known. pastor in Lynchburg, Va:., 
whose writings have often enriched 
these columns,-has made a fresh and 
original study of this difficult prob- 
lem, and The. Sunday School Times 
welcomes the privilege of giving it 
to its readers. Dr. Gilmer presents 
an unusually interesting outline of 
the offerings as types of Christ’s 
death on the cross, as well as a dis- 
cussion of their relation to. the 
prophecies concerning the rebuilding 
of the Temple. 








cently a series of articles entitled “A 
Literal vs. a Spiritual Interpretation of 
the Bible—the Dilemma of the Lifer- 
alists,” gave several examples of what 
he regarded as the absurdity of the lit- 
eral interpretation of the unfulfilled 
prophecies. This problem of the future 
offering of animal sacrifices was the ex- 
ample upon which he dwelt most. He 
appeared to think that the literal inter- 
pretation of these passages was both 
foolish and wicked. He was unwilling 
to accept Dr. Scofield’s note (on Ezek. 
43:19) which says: “Doubtless these of- 
ferings will be memorial, looking back 
to the cross, as the offerings under the 
old covenant were anticipatory, looking 
forward to the cross. In neither case 
have animal sacrifices power to put 
away sin.” We might ask our spiritual- 
izing brethren what they are going to 
do with these passages in Ezekiel. They 
cover several chapters, and they must 
have a meaning. What is that meaning? 


The Meaning of Old Testament Sacrifices 


I believe that sacrifices will literally 
be offered, and I believe that a careful 
study of the offerings and the history 
of their use by Israel will reveal why. 

In order to understand why these of- 
ferings will be resumed it is necessary 
to understand something of God’s plan 
of redemption as revealed in the types 
of the Mosaic Law. In making this 
study we must always remember that “it 
is not possible that the blood of bulls 
and of goats should take away sins” 
(Heb. 10:4). These sacrifices pointed 
forward to the real Sacrifice which does 
take away sins. Let us think of the 
five offerings of Leviticus as God’s lad- 
der which he has let down from Heaven. 
As the great sinner Jacob slept at Bethel, 


he saw this ladder reaching from earth 
to Heaven. Christ evidently referred to 
himself as this ladder when he said to 
Nathanael, “Hereafter ye shall see 
heaven open, and the angels of God 
ascending and descending upon the Son 
of man” (John 1:51). 

As. we. read the first five chapters 
of Leviticus we have a description of 
the five rungs of this ladder. Looked 
at from God’s. standpoint as he looks 
down from Heaven, which is the stand- 
point of Leviticus, we find that each rung 
of the ladder is something that Christ 
did for us in saving us. The five rungs 
are the whole burnt offering, the meal 
offering, the peace offering, the sin of- 
fering, and the trespass offering. 


The Ladder from Earth to Heaven 


Let us, however, look at the ladder 
from our standpoint, which is the stand- 
point of experience. We are down in 
the miry pit of sin. God has’ let a 
ladder down in order that we may be 
saved. Our first apprehension of Christ 
is that of the trespass offering. The lit- 
eral translation of Isaiah 53:10 is, “Thou 
shalt make his soul a trespass offering 
for sin.” When we grasp the meaning 
of Christ as the trespass offering it*is 
to feel the weight of individual sins 
which Christ alone can pay. With this 
offering must come confession of sin. 
The next rung of the ladder is the sin 
offering. Here we learn that we have 
a sinful nature, which Christ can remove 
from us as far as the east is from the 
west. Next we see Christ as the peace 
offering, through whom we have peace 
with God. He makes it possible for us 
to come to the Father’s house and sit 
at his table, not as servants but as sons. 
Could anything be more expressive of 
the peace he makes possible? The next 
rung of the ladder is the meal offering. 
It speaks of the wonderful life of Christ. 
The fine flour shows that there is no un- 
evenness in his character, nor is there 
any leaven of corruption. “He hath 
made us accepted in the beloved” (Eph. 
1:6). The last rung of the ladder was 
the whole burnt offering. This was 


‘quickly consumed upon the altar and 


went up as incense to God. Christ was 
wholly devoted to the Father’s will. 
When I accept him as my Saviour I 
am lifted to the top of the ladder 
fully pleasing to the Father, not be- 
cause of anything that I have done, but 
because my Substitute is fully accept- 
able to God in life and in death. All 
that Christ did as represented by these 
offerings is necessary for my salvation, 
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It is not necessary for us fully to un- 
derstand it all, but it was necessary for 
him to do it all. Certainly every sin- 
ner should accept all of the finished 
work of Christ. 

Now let us look at something very 
remarkable in the history of the Jews. 
In order to see this we must remember 
that God divided the offerings into two 
classes. The burnt, meal, and peace of- 
ferings were known as “sweet savour 
offerings.” All of the words in every 
translation represent-something that is 
well pleasing to God. The Hebrew 
word that speaks of their being burned 
upon the altar means “to go up as in- 
cense.” There seems to have been a 
pride of the worshiper in their offering. 

The sin and the trespass offerings were 
known as the “non savour offerings.” 
They represent the terrible side of 
Christ’s offering for us. He bore the 
whole demerit of the sinner. The words 
used for these offerings are also trans- 
lated “sin,” “offense,” “to be © found 
guilty,” “to make desolate.” The He- 
brew - word ‘that tells of ‘their being 
burned means “to burn down,” “to do 
away with completely.” He who 
brought these offerings must freely ad- 
mit his awful guilt in the sight of God. 

Now let us inquire what Israel did 
with this ritual. As translated in our 
English Bible, the sin offering is men- 
tioned 92 times in the books of Moses. 
Yet in all the long history from Moses 
to Hezekiah there is no mention of Is- 
rael making this offering. We find many 
records of the “sweet savour offerings.” 
Indeed, at the dedication of Solomon’s 
Temple there were so many of all three 
of these offerings that there was not 
room for them upon the altar, yet there 
was no mention of either sin or tres- 
pass offering. No doubt the priest of- 
fered the sin offering on the great Day 
of Atonement, but it was done in such 
a perfunctory manner that the Spirit 
made no mention of it. Israel went in 
the way of Cain in that she refused 
to offer the sin offering. The word 
translated “sin” in Genesis 4:7 is really 
“sin offering.” Cain refused to offer it, 
and went out and murdered his brother. 
Israel refused this offering, and went 
out and murdered the Son of God. Only 
four times in her history was there such 
a sense of sin in the making of this offer- 
ing that the Holy Spirit saw fit to re- 
cord it. Sin had brought Israel so low 
in the days of Hezekiah that he cleansed 
the temple and made the sin offering 
(2 Chron. 29:21-24). The little remnant 
that returned in the days of Ezra twice 
offered a sin offering (Ezra 6:17; 8:35). 
Again under Nehemiah (Neh. 10:33) 
there was an effort to restore the sin 
offering. Pride was great, and there was 
but little sense of sin. This scanty meéen- 
tion of the sin offering serves only to 


emphasize the unwillingness of the - 


nation to admit her guilt. Once (2 
Kings 12:16) we read that the money 
of the trespass and sin offering was the 
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priests’, but the context shows the pov- 
erty of this income. 

The same amazing history of the tres- 
pass offering can be traced, only in a 
more significarit manner. In our English 
Bible this offering is mentioned 28 times 
in the books of Moses. Surely it is 
important. Yet in all of Israel’s long 
history we can find only one record of 
her making this offering. Ezra 10:19 
tells of her admission of wrong in the 
bringing of a trespass offering. The 
poor heathen Philistines (1 Sam. 6:3), 
when they found that they had done 
wrong, brought a trespass offering of 
their own making. 

Modern scholarship says that Israel 
was in possession of the Land from 
Joshua to the Babylonian captivity, — 
practically 1,000 years. For one millen- 
nium God placed. his chosen people upon 
the highway of the nations, giving them 
his oracles and commanding them to 
point forward to the one Way of salva- 
tion. For this 1,000 years Israel refused 
to bring all of the offerings God had 
appointed. Can he overlook this refusal 
on the part of his chosen witnesses to 
admit their guilt? I'do not see how he 
can, and prophecy shows that he will 
not. 

God is waiting for them to make this 
admission. “I will go and return to my 
place, till they acknowledge their of- 


fence [make a trespass offering]” (Hos.. 


5:15). The word for “offence” here is 
the same as that for trespass offering. 
God is waiting for Israel to make this 
offering willingly. 

That time is coming.. A great temple 
is going to be erected in Israel’s ancient 
land and the whole Levitical ritual will 
be carried through. The blood of bulls 
and goats can no more take away sins 
then than it did before Calvary. Before 
that time the sacrifices pointed forward 
to Christ; in that future day they will 
point back to him. When Israel refused 
to keep the Sabbaths God sent the people 
into captivity in- order that the land 
might enjoy her Sabbaths (2 Chron. 
36:21). May it not be that in that future 
day God will say something like this 
to his people: “You refused for 1,000 
years in the days before my Son came 
to earth to acknowledge your sins. 
When he came you felt so little your 
need that you rejected him. I am now 
putting you back in your land for an- 
other 1,000 years and I am requiring 
you for that period to admit your guilt. 
For 1,000 years you must offer those 
sacrifices which in the days of my long 
suffering you refused.”. Evidently one 
purpose of the Millennium is that Israel 
may fully witness to the nations that 
there is only one Way of salvation. Is 
not this the reason that in that part of 
Ezekiel which is still future we read 
fourteen times of the sin and three times 
of the trespass offerings? 

We find this same teaching in another 
important Scripture. Dr. Scofield says 


in his notes on the 5lst Psalm: “Per- 
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sonally, it was David’s ‘pathway to re- 
stored communion after his sin’ with 
Bathsheba. Dispensationally, it will be 
the pathway of returning Israel.” Cer- 
tainly the last two verses of that Psalm 
refer to the future of Israel. The nation 
can never be established until God 


builds the walls of Jerusalem. “Then . 


shalt thou be pleased with sacrifices of 
righteousness, with burnt-offering and 
whole burnt-offering: then shall they 
offer bullocks upon thine altar.” There 
was one thing that kept most of the 
ancient offerings of Israel from being 
well pleasing to God: their refusal to 
admit their guilt. The day is coming 
when they will cry out with David, “I 
acknowledge my transgressions: and my 
sin is ever before me.” The last, two 
verses of Psalm 51 describe that day, 
thus agreeing with the closing chapters 
of Ezekiel. We see, therefore, a very 
real reason for the restoration of Israel’s 
ancient ritual. ° : 

Reader, do you admit that your guilt 
is so great that the part of Christ’s sac- 
rifice represented by the sin and the 
trespass offerings is needed for: you? 
Remember, he was made sin. for you. 
Admit your lost and ruined ‘condition 
and accept him as your full and complete 
Saviour. 

LYNCHBURG, VA. 

we 


Showing Dr. Pace’s Cartoons’ 


on a Screen 
By Herbert E. Kann 


HEN I was just a boy I got a lot 

of fun out of having a home picture 
show with post’ cards, using a post-card 
projector machine and a sheet for a 
screen. One difficulty with that was 
that the old-style machine reversed the 
writing, even though it did show a good 
picture. However, recently I found a 
new projector, put out by the Keystone 
Manufacturing Company (228 A. St, 
Boston, Mass.,- $16.50); a machine which 
shows the pictures in the right way and 
with the letters of the writing in the 
proper position. I therefore began ex- 
perimenting with Dr. Pace’s SunpAy 
Scuoo. Times cartoons, having saved 
my Tres issues for the past five years. 
I found that these cartoons should be 
pasted on masonite cards, 6% by 6% 
inches, for perfect flatness to avoid 
blurring. .The masonite can be pur- 
chased in large sizes and cut to size 
(6% by 6%) by any planing mill. This 
also preserves the pictures that they 
may be filed. I tried ordinary glue, but 
have found the airplane cement used 
by boys in their model airplanes works 


out best, producing the cleanest job: . 


I use Testor’s Crystal Clear Cement. It 
can be purchased at any hardware store 
or possibly at one of the dime stores. ~' 

Then to complete the job I purchased 
a window blind,/6 feet in width, and i 
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Lesson for January 5 


found the best blind to be the type 
which is green on one side and white 
on the other. I mounted my window 
blind on a wooden bar,—length about 
7 feet, width 2% or 3 inches, thickness 
1 inch,—and*‘now I’m ready to go to 
anybody’s church or group meeting with 
my portable outfit and teach the Word. 
I combine a number of Dr. Pace’s pic- 
tures together to give a Gospel story 
and I find it all most effective. I have 
also used my machine and pictures to 
preach Sunday night-sermons to my.own 
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church. ‘I find that these pictures tell 
a whole lot more effectively what we 
ministers sometimes dare not say. 

Some of Dr. Pace’s pictures are a 
little too large to show effectively, the 
best size being 4% by 4% inches (the 
usual size. of .the lesson, cartoons); -but 
I sometimes show the top of a_picture 
and talk on that, and then push into 
view the bottom of the picture, and the 
people are very sympathetic and appre- 
ciative. 


Burrato, N. Y. 
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The Story of the 


Looking back over sixty-eight years 
of Sunday school history 








Uniform Lessons 
By Charles E. Schenck 














HEN Robert Raikes founded a 

Sunday school for unkempt, quar- ’ 
relsome children in Gloucester, England, 
in 1780, his chief thought was to keep 
them off the streets on Sunday mornings 
and afternoons, to teach them reading, 
and to inculcate cleanliness and manners. 
There were a few so-called Sunday 
schools before that time (a list is given 
in Dr. H. Clay Trumbull’s “Yale Lec- 
tures on the Sunday School”—-out of 
print), but Robert Raikes is justly con- 
sidered the father of the Sunday school. 
At first the only book used was ‘the 
ABC book; later, as progress was made 
in reading, the Prayer Book and the 
Psalter were used to an extent. In the 
beginning there was little effort toward 
instruction in religion. 

The beneficial effects of this new 
work for underprivileged boys and girls 
was soon apparent, and the story of its 
success was published. Within a few 
years Sunday schools were established 
in many parts of Great Britain. The 
teaching of reading, and the haphazard 
reading of the Bible, constituted the 
curriculum in the early days, but in 1810 
James Gall of Edinburgh, Scotland, de- 
vised a limited Bible lesson plan. For 
his lessons, limited to from ten to 
twenty verses, he provided questions 
meant to direct the attention of teachers 
and pupils to the meaning and teaching 
of each verse. 

In 1788 the Raikes plan was brought 
to America by William White, of Phila- 
delphia, a zealous young rector who had 
spent some months in London the pre- 
vious year, and who had become -con- 
versant with it. He proposed fo his 
vestry that, schools on the Raikes plan 
be organized in Philadelphia, but action 
was delayed. In 1790, however, Father 
White and a small group of other ag- 
gressive Christians held a conference 
and decided to push the work. Rooms 
were secured in various parts of the 
city, and schools were organized. This 
was the real beginning of the Sunday 


school work in America, although prior 
to 1790 two schools which had a brief 
existence were started in Virginia. The 
methods of memorization of Bible verses 
by pupils, andthe issuing of reward 
tickets in recognition thereof, and espe- 
cially the new Gall plan of limited les- 
sons, which reached Philadelphia in 
1811, greatly stimulated the organiza- 
tion and recruiting of Sunday schools. 
The early American makers: of ques- 
tion books and lesson lists took up the 





Mr. Schenck writes the Editors 
that he has been reading THE Sun- 
DAY ScHOOL TIMEs most of the years 
since 1876. His brief outline of the 
history of the International Uniform 
Lessons is based partly on Dr. E. Mor- 
ris Fergusson’s “Historic Chapters in 
Christian Education,” as well as on 
Dr, H. Clay Trumbull’s “Yale Lec- 
tures on the Sunday School.” But 
Mr. Schenck has also had an inti- 
mate personal knowledge of the de- 
velopment of the Sunday school as 
may be seen from the following, 
taken from a recent letter: 


I became a field worker of the Illi- 
nois Sunday School Association in 1897, 
voluntarily closing my official service 
in 1919, when I was general secretary. 
Often I heard the story of B. F. Jacobs’ 
earnest and successful advocacy of the 
Uniform Lessons in the Indianapolis 
Convention of 1872. Mr. Jacobs served 
many years as chairman of the execu- 
tive committee of the Illinois Associa- 
tion. At the suggestion of his brother, 
W. B. Jacobs, I purchased a copy of H. 
Clay Trumbull’s “Yale Lectures on the 
Sunday School” in 1897, the year I be- 
gan: my field service, arid studied it dili- 
gently. 

In preparing my article on the ale- 
velopment of the Uniform Lessons I 
spent much time and took great care to 
verify every historical statement, 
checking and re-checking with The En- 
cyclopedia of Sunday Schools which rt 
found in the Public Library here (De- 
catur, Tll.). 
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Gall plan and improved it. A forward 
step was taken when Truman Parmele, 
of Utica, N. Y., promulgated the plan 
of selected lessons — lessons not chosen 
by the teacher for his class, but selected 
in advance for the school; lessons furs 
nished in a list, with titles. Before: the 
advent of uniform lessons in 1872, not 
a few schools were still using question 
books and still selecting their own lés- 
sons. ._The Scripture question book from 
1827. was largely used. 

For many years adult classes were 
called Bible classes, and those of ‘the 
youngest children Infant classes. By 
slow degrees these classes came to ke 
considered as integral parts of the sehool. 
In the process of development, the 
thought that all classes in a sehool 
should study the same lesson was taking 
root. 

In 1867 Benjamin Franklin Jacobs, 
superintendent of Immanuel Baptist 
Sunday School, Chicago, a man of. dy- 
namic personality, experienced not ofily 
in the work of the local school but. in 
the larger field of national, state, and 
county Sunday school conventions, a 
leader with a world vision, began to dis- 
cuss seriously the idea of uniform les- 
sons for all classes of all schools. 
Through Mr. Jacobs’ influence, the Illi- 
nois State Convention of 1868 endorsed 
the plan’ In a conference of Sunday 
school publishers held in New York City 
in 1871, at the suggestion of the executive 
committee of “the National Sunday 
School Convention, a tentative outline 
of lessons for 1872 was agreed upon. In 
the national convention at Indianapolis 
in 1872 uniform lessons were advocated 
urgently and convincingly by Mr. Ja- 
cobs and other outstanding leaders. Al- 
though there was strong opposition to 
so revolutionary a plan, it was adépted 
by the convention, the proposed lessons 
for 1872 were approved, and a _ lesson 
committee to provide future lessons was 
chosen. A new epoch in Sunday-sehool 
history had dawned ! 

The new lessons were warmly wel- 
comed and quickly adopted by individ- 
ual schools. A new esprit de corps in 
Sunday schools became apparent; better 
work was done by superintendents and 
teachers; teachers’ meetings were inau- 
gurated; family altars were set up. Dur- 
ing the following half century Sunday 
schools reached their largest enrollment 
and widest influence. Added impetus 
was furnished by international and state 
conventions, and by thousands of county 
and township conventions held annually, 
and attended by great numbers of en- 
terprising, faithful workers. 

The Improved Uniform Lessons as we 
have them today are used extensively. 
Tue Sunpay ScHoo. Times circulates in 
every state of the Union, and in many 
foreign countries. The fact that. the 
attention and prayers of untold numbers 
of Sunday school workers are focalized 
on the sam¢ passage of Scripture each 
week is heartening and is producing con- 
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stant results. In our confused and ap- 
prehensive world, systematic and intelli- 
gent Bible study is imperatively needed. 
The Sunday school is the world’s great- 
est organization for popularizing the 
study of God’s Word. Every possible 
effort should be made to enlarge its 
membership and to extend its power. 
Decatur, IL. 


[ Under the 5 Slexlighs 
By The Farm Mother 


Watered Gardens 


E RECEIVED a letter the other 

day, a friend and I, from a Chi- 
nese girl, a common friend of ours now 
in China. She is a third generation 
Christian whom we learned to love 
while she was studying in this country 
some years ago. I say “girl” though 
she writes: “I am changed into an old 
woman. My hair turns gray very fast 
and my eyes need far sight glasses. But 
I am keeping a young spirit.” And for 
that young spirit, so apparent in the 
gallant way she has met adversity, I'll 
continue to think of her as the merry 
girl we knew. 

I wondered why after I read her let- 
ter I found myself repeating, “like a 
watered garden.” Then I looked up Isa- 
iah 58:10, 11 and I understood. I find 
that one of the pleasantest things the 
Holy Spirit does for us is to call to 
our mind some passage like that when 
occasion so clearly illustrates its mean- 
ing. “If thou draw out thy soul to the 
hungry, and satisfy the afflicted soul... 
the Lord shall .. . satisfy thy soul in 
drouth ... and thou shalt be like a 
watered garden.” My friend’s name, Sih 
Mae, means “Snow Flower,” and the 
Lord has surely made her soul like to 
a watered garden. 

She writes of her material posses- 
sions: “We do not know what is fate 
to our house, rumors came, the houses 
torn down. My brother’s house was 
destroyed by fire-bombs in June, poor 
thing. They have suffered bombing 
twice.” Then she speaks of a plaque 
inscribed with the Twenty-third Psalm 
which she has hung by her bedside. 
“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not 
want. What I lost is all worldly goods.” 
And in her letter she enclosed a snap- 
shot which affords one a peep at the 
fruit: of the watered garden, a group 
consisting of Sih Mae and her “adopters,” 
as she calls them, — orphaned waifs, six 
of them, ranging from five months to 
twelve years. There were eight, but 
two of the babies died. She explains 
that the price of rice has risen till the 
day’s wage of a father provides only 
enough rice to feed himself, and there- 
fore many children are abandoned. She 
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says: “You see I at running an or- 
phanage by faith. Some people give a 
few dollars at a time and I use them on 
my orphans. . . . Through the studies 
they learn to love God and they will be 
good Christians some day.” 

Reading her letter was to me like 
coming upon the Book of Ruth after 
the record of bloodshed and horror in 
the times of the judges. In this same 
letter she says, “The armies are getting 
nearer and nearer to us, only 90 li (30 
miles) away.” And since her letter 
came we hear of a battle there in which 
1,200 Japanese were killed. Thank God 
that today amid all the chaos of nations 
in distress and perplexity for the roaring 


of the sea and the billows, when one - 


scarce knows how to pray and can only 
lean hard on the assurance that the 
Spirit helpeth our infirmities — thank 
God one gets now and then a clear 
vision of some such tender mercy as 
sets the heart to singing, “The Lord is 
mindful of his own.” 


The Key to Life Club 
By Mrs. Richard Cole 


HEN I was working with high school 
young people, the Lord gave a real 
burden for these younger young people 
that just didn’t seem to fit in anywhere. 
Groups were offered me to teach, and 


.I had a great longing to link them up 


with some nation-wide fellowship, but 
there was none. After waiting on the 
Lord, a number of us were led to or- 
ganize a club for them. It was given 
the name, “The Key to Life Club.”1 
These young people-on the threshold of 
life need to know God’s Key, the Bible, 
which will unlock all of life for them. 

The Club meets once a week, after 
school, in a near-by home; or, where 
it is permitted and deemed advisable, in 
one of the schoolrooms. (Others have 
found it necessary to meet in the early 
evening, or on Saturday or Sunday, be- 
cause of some special problem in their 
community.) The one who opens her 
home is called the Hostess. The one who 
teaches the lesson and directs the activ- 
ities of the Club is called the Director. 
There are seven officers, although the 
Club may function with less. Four must 
be born-again young people, whom we 
call active members. Three may be 
from those who have not as yet ac- 
cepted the Lord Jesus into their lives, 
and are called associate members. 

After the Club. is organized and the 
officers elected, the young people begin 
to realize it is their Club and plan out 
their meetings and carry on their busi- 
ness,"under the able leadership of some 
Christian director who is there primar- 


1 Headquarters: 696 Mariposa Ave., Oakland, 
Calif. Mrs. Cole is the Secretary and Treas- 
urer. Among the members of the Advisory 
Committee are Dr. Pavl W. Rood, Dr. Charles 

EY Fuller, Dr. Walter Wilson. 
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ily to teach the lesson in the thirty-five 
or forty minutes allotted for it, and to 
counsel with the young people over their 
personal problems that arise from time 
to time. 

The more the young people are made 
to realize that the devotional part 
of the meetings (songs, memory verses, 
prayers), discipline, and business are 
up to them, the more they feel that 
it is truly their Club. 

We are out to reach all classes and 
conditions. Those from the richest to 
the poorest need the Lord. If a young 
person is in a Christian home, he needs 
encouragement and fellowship with 
ether young people in his school who 
are studying God’s Word and wanting to 
live a Christian life day by day. If a 
young pergon has neither a Christian 
home nor background, he is in even 
greater need of the Club. I hear you 
say, “But will they come?” 

Yes, praise the Lord, they do come. 
Some pal brings them along. They hear 
something new, presented in a way that 
holds their attention; they are curious, 
and ask many questions. Some accept the 
Lord at once. Some come for many 
meetings before they do. 

One boy came from a fine moral 
home, in which neither parent was a 
Christian. He became interested by at- 
tending with a Christian pal. This pal 
invited him to go. to hear one of the 
members of the Advisory Committee 
and Executive Council of “The Key to 
Life Club” who was holding meetings 
for a few nights in their city. The boys 
went on Friday night. The unsaved 
boy was so interested that he gave up 
a trip with his family on Sunday, and 
returned for the Sunday afternoon and 
evening services. When the invitation 
was given in the evening he was one 
of the first to go to the altar, and he was 
gloriously born again. 

When we spoke with him after the 
meeting, he put his hand on his chest, 
and said, “Oh, I’m so full of joy in here, 
I never felt this way before.” 

We explained to him that he was a 
new creature in Christ Jesus. He hardly 
wanted to go to sleep that night for 
fear this new found joy might depart. 
The next day he came to see us with a 
new light in his face, and the first thing 
he said, putting his hands on his chest, 
was, “It is still there. Oh, I’m so glad!” 
He had a real experience with the Lord. 

That was a year ago. He has hardly 
missed a meeting of the Club, and his 
director reported that he simply drank in 
the Word as it was opened up to him. 
He hfs come with questions and prob- 
lems in his life, and has been pointed to 
the Word of God for the answers and 
solutions. 

Is it worth while? Are you having 
a share in it? It is God’s work, and we 
are looking to him to carry it on through 
your prayers and gifts. 

OAKLAND, CALIF. 























WHAT DO FUNDAMENTALISTS REALLY BELIEVE? 


Can you name and describe the Fundamentals of the Faith? 


tell you what the Fundamentals of the Christian faith are, and to describe each Fundamental 


Sian a group of church members coming out of church after a service and ask any of them to 


briefly. You would get a surprising variety of answers. Would not many of the answers be 


confused, or even ignorant? 


Yet the word Fundamentals means simply foundations. 


It is of vital 


importance that we should know what the foundations of our Christian faith are, that we may be- 
lieve intelligently. The Bible tells us to “be ready always to give an answer to every man that 
asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you” (1 Pet, 3:15). 


As a help to the clear understanding of the foundations of our Christian faith, THe Sunpay 
Scnoot Trmes has asked one of the best-known Bible teachers of today, Dr. William L. Pettingill, 
to write eight articles explaining, in a simple and practical way, What Is Meant by the Fundamentals 
of the Faith. They will be published during the coming winter and spring. For example: 


What Is Meant by Inspiration ? 


We have none of the original 
manuscripts of the Bible. It has 
been copied during thirty centuries 
as no book of man has ever been 
or ever will be. Are the copies that 
we have inspired? What is the best 
testimony to the truthfulness of the 
whole Bible? Does inspiration in- 
clude the actual words of the Bible 
as well as its truths? 


Why the Importance of the 
Virgin Birth ? 


Is the virgin birth mentioned 
only twice in the Bible, as some 
would tell us, or do many other 
Scripture writers, including Paul, 
declare it? If one rejects the vir- 
gin birth what ominous, even blas- 
phemous consequences, necessarily 
follow? Are the virgin birth of 
Christ, and “the immaculate con- 
ception,” the same? If Jesus had 
been the son of Joseph, could he 
ever fulfill prophecy by sitting 
upon David’s throne? 


What Is Meant by the 
Deity of Christ? 


There are Jews who deny that 
God ever had a son. What is 
the answer? Did Old Testament 
prophets and saints actually see 
Christ? Is Jesus Christ ever called 
God in the Bible? Is Christ the 
Creator as well as the Saviour? 


.Did he ever claim to be God? Does 


the truthfulness of the Bible de- 
pend upon the deity of Christ? 


What Is Meant by the Atonement? 


The atonement was accomplished 
by the death of Christ—but why 
was the death of Christ necessary? 
It was accomplished by the shed- 
ding of Christ’s blood—but why 
was that necessary? Why.do re- 
ligious Modernists and Liberals so 
bitterly reject the foundation salva- 
tion truth of Christ’s substitution- 
ary blood sacrifice? 








These brief statements give a pre- 
view of what Dr. Pettingill’s ar- 
ticles will take up for readers of 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 
False cults are arising on every 
side; religions that claim to be 
Christian, but that are not, are de- 
ceiving more people than ever be- 
fore; and intellectual men and 
women, even pastors, theological 
seminary professors, and teachers 
in our colleges and schools, are tell- 
ing the young folks and older ones 
that we can no longer hold the 
old-fashioned faith of our fathers. 
These articles on the Fundamentals 
of the Faith are needed as never 
before. 

If your subscription is due to be 
renewed soon, please see your Club 
Secretary promptly, so as not to 
miss any of this series. If you are 
not a member of a SUNDAY 
SCHOOL TIMES club, your renewal 
for a full year at $2.25 (Canada, 
$2.50) will bring you the series 
announced on this page and many 
other important articles. 

Are there not some of your 
friends who would like to have 
these articles in a 24 weeks sub- 
scription for $1.00 (Canada, $1.10)? 


TO CLUB SECRETARIES 

This special series offers a splen- 
did opportunity to ADD new mem- 
bers to your TIMES club, even 
though it may not be renewal time. 
The renewal date of your club is 
shown on the address label of your 
copy of the TIMES. You may add 
subscriptions to run from now up 
to that date, at the rate of approxi- 
mately 3% cents a week. The Club 
Rate Table, which we send each 
year to Club Secretaries, will show 
the exact cost for any number of 
weeks. If you haven’t a copy of 
this at hand, we'll gladly send one 
promptly upon receipt of your re- 
quest. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES Co. 


Dept. ST, 325 N. 13th St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 








Why Was Christ's 
Resurrection Necessary? 


Suppose Christ had lived on earth, 
had died for our sins, and had 
never risen from the dead in the 
body in which he lived here — what 
then? Can you give six reasons 
why his resurrection was necessary? 
Could sinners be saved, and could 
the saved be kept, without Christ’s 
resurrection? 


What Is Meant by the New Birth? 


What must one do to be born 
again, and how does the new birth 
come to pass? Is anyone saved who 
has not been born again? . What 
is the significance of the fact that 
our Lord’s word, “Ye must be born 
again,” was spoken, not to a leper 
or a down-and-out, but to a Jewish 
gentleman of the finest type, prob- 
ably of irreproachable character, 
and deeply religious? 


The Meaning of 
The Second Coming 


How can we know that ‘the sec- 
ond coming of Christ cannot mean 
the conversion of an unbeliever, 
or the death of a believer, or the 
coming of the Holy Spirit on. the 
Day of Pentecost, or even the end 
of the world? Have we realized 
that the truth of the Lord’s Return 
is “the key that unlocks the Bible”? 
Why dathose who have already gone 
to Heaven, including Peter, James, 
John, Paul, and all other saved ones 
who have died, await eagerly the 
Second Coming of Christ? 


The Eternal Future of the Saved 


and the Lost 

Are the saved going to spend 
eternity as disembodied spirits, 
ghosts, in the presence of the Lord? 
Or will they be very much alive, 
bodily as well as spiritually? And 
what of the lost? Will they be 
annihilated; will they continue as 
disembodied spirits? Will their 
bodies be raised from the dead? 
What is their terrible fate? 
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LESSON 1. 


JANUARY 5. JESUS AND HUMAN AFFLICTION 


International Uniform Lesson.—Luke 13; printed text, Luke 13: 1-5, 10-17 
Golden Text.—We have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities.—Heb. 4:15 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Luke 13:1-5, 10-17 
Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Luke 13:1 There were present at that season some that told 
him of the Galileans, whose blood Pilate had mingled with their 
sacrifices. 


2 And Jesus answering said unto them, Suppose ye that these ' 


Galileans were sinners above all the Galileans, because they 
suffered such things? 

31 tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise 

ish. 
ie those eighteen, upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, and 
slew them, think ye that they were sinners above all men that 
welt in Jerusalem? 

5 I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise 
perish. . ; 

10 And he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sab- 
bath. — 

11 And, behald, there was a woman which had a spirit of 
infirmity eighteen years, and was bowed together, and could in 
no: wise lift up herself. 

12 And when Jesus saw her, he called her to him, and said unto 
her, Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity. 

13 And he laid his hands on her: and immediately she was 


‘made straight, and glorified God. 


14 And the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation, 
because that Jesus had healed on the sabbath day, and said unto 


‘the people, There are six days in which men ought, to work: in 


them therefore come and be healed, and not on the sabbath day. 

15 The Lord then answered him, and said, Thou hypocrite, 
doth not each one of you on the sabbath loose his ox or his 
ass from the stall, and lead him away to watering? 

16 And ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, 
whom Satan hath bound, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed 
from this bond on the sabbath day? 

17 And when he had said these things, all his adversaries were 
ashamed: and all the people rejoiced for all the glorious things 
that were done by him. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Luke 13:1 Now. there were some present at that very season 
who told him of the Galilzans, whose blood Pilafe had mingled 
with their sacrifices. 2 And he answered and said unto them, 
Think ye that these Galileaans were sinners above all the Gali- 
lwzans, because they have suffered these things? 31 tell you, 
Nay: but,-except ye repent, ye shall all in like manner perish. 
4 Or those eighteen, upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, and 
killed. them,..think ye that they were ‘offenders above all athe 
men that dwell in Jerusaiem? 51 tell you, Nay: but, except 
ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish. 

10 And he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sab- 
bath day. 11 And behold, a woman that had a spirit of infirmity 
eighteen years; and she was bowed together, and could in no 
wise lift herself up. 12 And when Jesus saw her, he called her, 
and said to her, Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity. 
13 And he laid; his hands upon her: and immediately she was 
made straight, and glorified God. 14 And the ruler of the syna- 
gogue, being moved with indignation because Jesus had healed 
on the sabbath, answered and said to the’ multitude, There are 
six days in which men ought to work: in them therefore come 
and be healed, and not on the day of the sabbath. 15 But the 
Lord answered him, and said, Ye hypocrites, doth not each one 
of you on the sabbath loose his ox or. his ass from the *stall, and 
lead him away to watering? 16 And ought not this woman, 
being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan had bound, lo, these 
eighteen years, to have been loosed from this bond on the day 
of the: sabbath? 17 And as he said these things, all his adver- 
saries were put to shame: and all the multitude rejoiced for 
all the glorious things that were done by him. 

1Gr., debtors. *Gr., manger. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 

Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 

national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 








The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicage 
Approach to the Lesson 
VER since the days of Job (and 
E probably long before) men have 
been inquiring and debating the 
reason for, human suffering. That in 
some way all suffering is connected 
with, or springs from, sin is abundantly 
clear. But why, then, do the godly 
suffer, and is it true that suffering al- 
ways implies definite sin on the part 
of the sufferer? Is affliction invariably 
punishment for iniquity committed? 
Both the Book of Job and the teaching 
of Jesus Christ prove the contrary. The 
whole world is out of order because of 
sin. .On this account the. godliest of 
men have to suffer with the wickedest. 
It is most unkind and unscriptural to 
assert, as some do, that none will be sick 
who obey God, and that illness is in 
itself a proof of disobedience. Some 
of the holiest men and women who have 
‘adorned the doctrine of Christ have been 
greatly afflicted. In fact, such often 


seem to be the special objects of Satan’s 
malice. But God gives grace to endure, 
as in Paul’s case, when assaulted and 
buffeted by his thorn in the flesh, Satan’s 
messenger,-even if he does not always 
see fit to grant present deliverance (2 
Cor. 12:7-9). At the. coming of our 
Lord Jesus and our gathering together 
unto him (2 Thess. 2:1), we will re- 
ceive the redemption of the body (Rom. 
8:23) and be forever free from all pain 
and physical distress of every kind (Phil. 
3:20, 21). 


The Historical Setting 


The question of where the Lord was 
ministering when these events took place 
is. a debatable. one. Some think in 
Perea, others in Judea. It seems most 
natural to ‘suppose that they occurred 
on the journey from Galilee through 
Perea, to Jerusalem (Note v..22). The 
time is ‘A. D. 29. 


Verse by Verse 


Luke 13:1.—‘Galileans,, whose . blood 
Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.” 
There were many minor insurrections 
against the Roman rulers of Palestine 
in the days of Pilate, which weré sternly 


dealt with by the cruel governor, in- 
volving the massacres of many helpless 
zealots who were unable to stand against 
the trained Imperial Legions. Evidently 
some restless Galileans had defied or 
insulted Pilate’s soldiery when in at- 
tendance at one of the feasts, and they 
were slain in the temple courts even 
as they crowded near the altar on which 
their sacrifices were being offered. 


Verse 2.—‘Sinners above all the &ali- 
leans, because they suffered such things.” 
It is easy to jump at conclusions and 
to assume that men called to en- 
dure exceptional suffering must have 
been exceptionally wicked. But this is 
not in accord with the facts of life, nor 
the truth of Scripture. * 


Verse 3—“Except ye repent.” ‘Every 
natural calamity and every doleful ex- 
perience emphasizes the solemn truth 


‘that this world is out-of harmony with 


its Creator, God, and should therefore 
be considered as a challenge to repent. 


Verse 4.—“Those eighteen, upon whom 
the. tower of Siloam fell.” ‘This event 
was thought of with horror at the time’ 
by those who knew all the sad particu- 
lars, but this is the only intimation we 
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Keston for January 5 


have concerning it. As in the other 
case, many were inclined to think of the 
unfortunate victims of the disastrous fall 
of the tower as outstanding evildoers 
on whom God was taking vengeance, 
but in this they were wrong. 

Verse 10.—“In one of the synagogues.” 
We are not given the location of this 
incident. Each town of any size had 
its synagogue, where the. law was read 
and the. people gathered for instruc- 
tion and the worship of God. 

Verse 11.—“A spirit of infirmity eight- 
een years.” The term “spirit” seems to 
imply that this was no ordinary iliness, 
but was produced directly by Satanic 
power to ruin this poor woman’s life, 
if possible. It was perhaps arthritic 
in character and continued to grow 
worse rather than better for eighteen 
long, weary years. Yet the unhappy 
Victim was a true child of God, a daugh- 
ter of Abraham (v. 16), therefore a be- 
liever; for the Lord: uses that term 
for Abraham’s spiritual seed rather than 
the merely natural (John 8:39). 


Verse 12.—“Woman, thou art loosed 
from thine infirmity.” We do not even 
read. that she applied to him for heal- 
ing; but he saw the need, called her 
to him in grace, and uttered the de- 
livering word that was to free her body 


‘ from Satan’s tyranny. . 


Verse 13.—“Immediately she was made 
straight.” It was when the hands of 
Jesus were laid upon her that the mir- 
a¢le took place in accord with his spoken 
word. We do not wonder to read that 
she “glorified God.” She realized it was 
his power alone that had wrought de- 
liverance, and she praised him for it. 


Verse 14—“The ruler of the synagogue 
answered with indignation.” Like all 
formalists, this man was more concerned 
about legal observances and punctilious- 


» ness in following oui a prescribed order 


than he was concerning the needs-—- 
~ whether, physical or spiritual — of those 
attending the services of the synagogue. 


Verse 15.—“‘Thou hypocrite.” The Lord’s 
‘answer was scathing and some might 
think even needlessly severe. But he 
saw. all the hidden selfishness and wick- 
edness of this ruler’s heart, which he 
Was endeavoring to cover up by his at- 
tention to ceremonial and traditional ex- 
actitude. A hypocrite is one who is two- 
faced. Such a man deserves to be 
unsparingly exposed, both for his own 
good and that of others in danger ‘of 
being stumbled or misled by him. 


Verse 16—‘“‘This woman, being a 
daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath 
bound.” His words tell how thoroughly 
our Lord understood the case. He saw 
the faith in her soul. He recognized 
the malignity of the great adversary, the 
Devil. In delivering her, he defeated 
the enemy of God and man and gave 
her to enjoy a real Sabbath as she en- 
tered into a rest she had not known for 
years. 


“ 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Strect, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


First Quarter, 1941 


(14) January 5.—Jesus and Human 
Affliction ....... 120th baeavas Oe DB 

(15) January 12.—Christ’s Valuation of 
Personality Luke 14:1-14 


(16) January 19.—The Slighted Invita- 
ME ia 0 Ha bo wes } Luke 14:15-35 

(17) January 26.—Christ’s Concern for 
We  . n itch Zid Eheacteie-cpewes Luke 15 

. (18) February 2.—The Individua]’s Re- 

sponsibility Regarding Beverage Al- 

cohol. Habakkuk 2:15; Genesis 4: 
9-12; Mark |9:42-48; 1 Thessalonians 5:22 

. (19) February 9.—The Christian Atti- 
tude toward Possessions Luke 16 

7, (20) February 16.—Jesus Teaches For- 
giveness and Gratitude Luke 17 

. (21) February . 23.—Jesus Calls to 


a 


Prayer ... waren ..Luke 18 
9. (22) March 2.—The Authority of 
ies Re Le eees Luke 19:1 to 20:8 








Verse 17.—“All the glorious things that 
were done by him.” How expressive 
the words! It is evident that Luke’s 
own soul was thrilled as he, a physician, 
related this incident in the experience 
of the Great Physician, whose life on 
earth he was tracing out for the benefit 
of Theophilus (1:3), and all others who 
would ponder it to the end of time. 
The Lord put to silence his adversaries 


‘and opened the lips of his friends in joy- 


ous praise. 
A Lesson Outline 

Gon’s CONCERN FOR HUMAN SUFFERING 
1. He doth not afflict: willingly (Lam. 


3:33) 

2. He feels for us in our sorrows (Isa. 
63:9) 

3. He uses suffering for our blessing (1 
Pet. 1:7) 

4. He is the soul’s resource in trial (Psa. 
50: 15) 


5. He makes all ‘work for good to those 
who love him (Rom. 8:28) 

6. Ee uses affliction to keep from sin 
(2 Cor. 12:7) 

7. He chastens in love (Heb. 12:6) 


The Heart of the Lesson 


It is all-important to realize that we 
are dwelling in. a world which bears 
everywhere the evidences of the fall of 
man and his willful departure from God. 
All nature is disturbed by the presence 
of sin (an alien thing) in the universe. 
This entails suffering and distress, in 
which all men must share. But God 
is calling us to judge ourselves in his 
‘presence, to face our own sins, individ- 
ually, and to get right with him. When 
we repent we have a special claim upon 
him, which the rebellious worldling 
knows nothing of. He will make even 
sin to serve, and whatever suffering we 
are called upon to endure will be 
turned into blessing if we are but exer- 
cised by it (Heb. 12:11). Even here, 
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while still in the body, he gives special 
tokens of his love and care by granting 
deliverances according to his sovereign 
will, to the soul that is subject to his 
Word. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Pilate’s Iron Rule. Pontius Pilate was 
procurator of Judea from A. D. 26 to 
36. He was a proud, haughty ruler 
who despised the Jews and their relig- 
ion, and never attempted to conciliate 
their national or religious prejudices. 
Consequently he was frequently in vio- 
lent strife with them. Josephus relates 
incidents similar to the one recorded by 
Luke, showing how ruthless and unfeel- 
ing Pilate was in dealing with the peo- 
ple of Israel, who always resented his 
interference with the Temple services. 


The ruler of the synagogue who ob- 
jected so strenuously to the healing of 
the woman on the Sabbath Day is a 
typical example of sacramentarians and 
ritualists generally, who almost invari- 
ably make. more of the type than the 
antitype, and exalt the symbol above the 
truth symbolized by it. The Sabbath 
was God’s gracious provision for man’s 
comfort, and was never intended to 
hinder, but rather to increase his bless- 
ing. 


Applications and Summaries 


We are ever prone to look upon great 
sufferers as great sinners, but this does 
not necessarily follow. 


Every sudden death, whether by vio- 
lence or natural causes, cries aloud to 
those who are still in their sins, ‘to 
repent and get right with God. 


There may be outward reformation of 
life without repentance, but there can 
never be true repentance without refor- 
mation. 


No man has repented of his attitude 
toward God and toward sin who con- 
tinues to live in his sins and does not 
seek earnestly for deliverance. 


Some men are hardened by affliction, 
while others are exércised by it and 
drawn closer to God. 


When Jesus touched the poor, crooked 
woman, we are told, “Immediately she 
was made straight.” THis always fol- 
lows when crooked sinners heed the 
voice of Jesus Christ. 


A hypocrite is one with “a second 
face,” which is the meaning of the origi- 
nal word. It was the Greek word for 
an actor, who upon the' stage appeared 
to be another person than he really was. 


To pretend to a piety we do not pos- 
sess is to be a hypocrite. Are we genu- 
ine in whatever profession we make as 
to spiritual things? 

Nothing glorifies God more than the 
deliverance of captive souls from Satan’s 
domination. Do we know what it is to 
be redeemed from his power? 


CuIcaco. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


Since he joined the Times staff at the 
veeinnid of 1938, Dr. Ironside has been 
writing the Questions for Teacher and 
lass. However, the Editors and Dr. Iron- 
side believe it would now be well to re- 
turn to the plan formerly followed, in 
which three of the lesson writers co-op- 
erated in preparing the questions and an- 
swers. Beginning with this issue, they will 
be written each week by Dr. Ironside, 
Mrs. Low, and Mrs. Borchardt. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to 
different members of your class, letting 
them see whether they can discover the 
answers as given gn . later page of this 
sue 


HAT is the greatest sin? 


2. Is one sinner any better or worse 
in God’s sight than another? 


3. What warning did the Lord Jesus give 
in regard to attempting to fix reponsibility 
for suffering? 


4. (a) Do sorrow and affliction ever come 
as a punishment for sin? (b) Always? 


5. Is all sickness a bondage of Satan? (v. 
) 


6. How does Christ actually help us in af- 
fliction? 


7. What was the ruler of the synagogue 
indignant about? (v. 14.) 

8. Why was the attitude of the ruler of 
the synagogue reprehensible? 

9. What is the meaning of repentance? 


10. What is meant by a daughter of Abra- 
ham? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 1043 of this issue. 


ye 
‘The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
A for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two do. 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explainin 
the conditions of this department. The full 1 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the’ 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit te six the total for any one lesson. 

The Lesson for April 6, 1941 


Readers who have the lesson list for 1941 
will notice that an alternate lesson is suggested 
for April 6. The Times lesson department will 
discuss only the regular lesson for that date, 
entitled “Christ Promises Power” (Acts 1;1-12), 
and illustrations. are desired only for that topic 
and passage. 

“Extraordinary” !—I tell you, Nay: 
but except ye repent, ye shall all like- 
wise perish (Luke 13:3). A gentleman 
after attending church one day, said: 
“Here is gratitude for you; here I and 
my family have shown this. man the 
greatest kindness, and the return he 
makes when he gets into the pulpit is 
to tell us that we are great sinners 
unless we repent. He preaches that 
our good works go for nothing before 
God. This sermon will do very. well 
for a penitentiary; but before a genteel 
and respectable audience, to tell them 
that they are sinners is the most ex- 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


traordinary conduct that I ever met 
with.”—From New Cyclopedia of Prose 
Illustrations, by Elon Foster, D.D. Sent 
by Cecil F. Petrie, Windsor, Vt. 


Sabbath Traditions.—And the ruler of 
the synagogue . . . said unto the people, 
There are six days in which men ought 
to work (v. 14). During the afternoon, 
I asked Dr. Klausner (professor in the 
Hebrew University in Jerusalem) if he 
would sign my aufograph album, to 
which he replied, “No. I am sorry; but 
it is the Sabbath.” I did not know un- 
til I made inquiry that night that the 
Talmud asserts that writing two words 
in succession is work, and if a man even 
signs his name on the Sabbath he has 
broken the Law. ... As those of us 
gathered in his study discussed one sub- 
ject after another, Dr. Klausner would 
climb a little stepladder and bring 
down some heavy tome from his shelves, 
open it, point to some relevant pas- 
sage, then return the book and soon 
take down another. The Talmud says 
nothing about bringing down books from 
shelves as work—to write two words 
would ‘be labor, but to develop a per- 
spiration by reaching up for volumes 
and vigorously discussing them is not 
work! This is a perfect illustration of 
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what our Lord meant when he talked 
about his contemporaries “holding the 
tradition of the elders” (Mark 7:3).— 
From “With My Bible Around the Medi- 
terranean,” by Dr. Wilbur M. Smith. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Canby, Minn; 
and Mrs. Robert L. Vining, Piedmont, 
W. Va. 


Hymn for the Air Raid.—All the peo- 
ple rejoiced for all the glorious things 
that were done by him (v. 17). A Tit- 
tle boy who lives on the Sussex coast 
sings this verse he learned at school to 
his sister in their shelter: 

-God is our Refuge, 
Don’t be afraid, 
He will bé with you 
All through the raid. 
When bombs are falling, 
And danger is near, 
He will be with you, 
Till the ALL CLEAR. 


—From a newspaper cutting. Sent by 
E. Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 
Prize illustration. 


How He Shared Our Infirmities—We 
have not an high priest which cannot 
be touched with the feeling of our in- 
firmities (Golden Text). He who is 
the Bread of Life began his ministry 
hungering. He who is the Water of 
Life ended his ministry thirsting. Christ 





it is in the book of Job. 
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hungered as man, and fed the hungry as 
God. He was weary, and yet he is 
our rest. He paid tribute, and yet he is 
the King. He was called a devil, and 
cast out devils. . . . He prayed, and 
yet he hears prayer. He wept, and he 
dries our tears. He was sold for thirty 
pieces of silver, and redeems the world. 
He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, 
and is the Good Shepherd. He died, 
and gave his life, and by dying destroys 
death.—From the Christian. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


What a Little Girl Needed.—We have 
not an high priest which cannot be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmi- 
ties (Golden Text). I helieve it was 
Pastor Dolman whom I heard tell of how 
he was sitting at his desk one day when 
he heard the door creak, and then sud- 
denly there was a sharp cry of pain. 
Looking up he saw his little daughter 
who had started to enter the room when 
her little fingers had caught in the door. 
He jumped and calling the mother said, 
“You better come and look after this 
little girl.” The mother came and tak- 
ing the child said tenderly, “Does it 
hurt so dreadfully?” “Oh, it hurst,” 
said the child, “but the worst is that 
Daddy didn’t even say, ‘Oh!’” How 
we like someone who says, “Oh !” some- 
one who sighs with us, weeps with us, 
feels with us in our troubles; and you 
remember what is said of our Lord, “In 
all. their affliction he was afflicted.”— 
From H. A. Ironside. Sent by M. H. 
James, Toronto, Can. 


Compassion—We have not an high 
priest which cannot be toyched with the 
feeling of our infirmities (Golden Text). 
Abraham Lincoln during the Civil War 
frequently visited the hospitals and ad- 
dressed cheering words to the wounded 
warriors. On one occasion he found 
a young fellow whose legs had been 
amputated, and who was evidently sink- 
ing rapidly. “Is there anything I can 
do for you?” asked Lincoln. “You might 
write a letter to my mother,” was the 
faint reply. The President wrote at the 
youth's dictation: “My dearest mother: 
I have been shot bad, but am bearing up; 
I tried to do my duty. They tell me I 
cannot’ recover. God bless you and 
Father; kiss Mary and. John for me.” 
At the end were these words as post- 
script: “Written, by Abraham Lincoln.” 
When the boy perused the epistle and 


saw these added words, he looked with. 


astonished gaze at the visitor arid asked, 
“Are you our President?” “Yes,” was 
the quiet answer, “and now that you 
know that, is there anything else I can 
do for, you?” Feebly the lad said, “T 
guess you might hold my hand, and see 
me through.” So, sitting down at the 
bedside, the tall, gaunt man with a heart 
as tender as a woman’s held the soldier’s 
hand through the livelong night till it 
grew cold and rigid in death. Is it not 
a precious truth that Christ, the greatest 
of-all kings; in our affliction is afflicted, 
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and that he can be “touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities’?—From the 
Illustrator. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Canby, Minn. 

w 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the wealth of assurance 
in thy Word that in our afflictions we-are not 
to bear them alone.- We thank thee that 
thou art interested and abundant in loving- 
kindness te all who look to thee for life and 
strength in the midst of the storms of afflie- 
tion that assail us, Lord Jesus, thou art not 
a high priest which cannot be touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities. Thou knowest 
our needs, our weaknesses, and the problems 
that make the path of life difficult. We do 
praise thee for thy goodness, and for thy 
wonderful works to the children of men in 
the very midst of these distresses, for we do 
need to see thy hand reached out in mercy 
to the stricken world; and to take special 
note of thy wonderful works spread abroad 
in the earth, and the over-arched heavens in 
testimony to thy name, which is above every 
name. Give us patience, we pray thee, to 
meet with a trustful and quiet mind the un- 
rest of the world about us, and to rest under 
the shadow of thy wings. We ask this in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, Amen. 


After the Lesson.—On this bright and 
early morning the New York Times 
carried a number of letters describing 
the needs of persons and families that 
were counted by the paper as among the 
neediest cases. What disappointment, 
what suffering, and what. very coura- 
geous meeting of the severest experi- 
ences were found among them! 
Contributions were invited, and thou- 
sands of dollars are coming in day by 
day to meet these needs. Heavy afflic- 
tions come in a physical sense to so 
very many persons in these days of spe- 
cial trial. Spiritual difficulties also 
force their way into life to break down 
the spirit. But the:Christian may still 





FOR HIS GOODNESS 
PRAISE THE LORD! 


FOR HIS WONDERFUL WORKS 














cry with the Psalmist, —“Oh, that men 
would praise the Lord for his goodness, 
dnd for his wonderful works to the 
children of men!" Some folks’ who 
seem to have ‘the hardest time are the 
very ones who praise the ‘Lord for his 
loving-kindness and for the assurance of 
his continuing presence. A missionary 
fresh from the ‘war-torn countries in 
Europe ina ‘conversation just a few 
days ago kept saying, as he narrated 
some of the incidents over theréd of res- 
cue in the midst of it all,— “Praise the 
Lord! Praise the Lord!” That seemed 
to be the phrase that came most easily 
to him. Do ‘you often say that? Do 
you often feel it? “Do you show that 
spirit of praise in the very look on your 
face? Let us not forget the: marvelous 
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things that God is deing right now. Just 
think ,& moment of how much you 
have thartkful “for, and then the 
pastor Wilivlesd ws) in prayer. Let us 
pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Why?—Those eighteen, upon whom 
the tower .. . fell, and slew them, 
think ye that they were sinners above 
all men ...? I tell you, Nay (Luke 
13:4, 5). In spite of the fact that our 
Lord has made it so clear that fatalities 
are not due to individual lapses, yet 
there are many who do not agree with 
him. 

That group of 26 submarine sailors 
who were drowned on the sunken 
Squalus off Portland did not lose their 
lives because they were sinners above the 
33 other sailors who were saved. 

When some Sunday excursion comes 
to grief with great loss of life, we have 
the word of the Lord Jesus it is not 
because of failing to remember the Sab- 
bath Day and keep it holy. Yet you 
will hear folks say so. (Acts 28:4.) 

Some years ago, here at Coatesville, 
there were put on Sunday “Jallopy 
Races,” by some men. These races con- 
sist of driving old worn-out automo- 
biles as fast as they can be made to 
go. Then one Sunday one of the reck- 
less young drivers was killed as his old 
car went to pieces under the extra 
strain. 

The Coatesville verdict was, “That’s 
what was coming to him for racing on 
Sunday!” But Jesus says, “I tell you, 
Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all. 
likewise perish.” 

: There is a great mystery about fatal 
accidents. We can do no more than 
sing, “Some day we shall understand.” 
I have in my Rock Run Mission a fine 
boy and a sweet little girl, brother and 
sister. When they were babies their 
“good doing” father fell from a tall mill 
stack (chimney to you) he was painting 
and was killed. As I write I am at the 
hospital visiting a Rock Run man who 
has spent his life in dissipation and 
laziness. “Absolutely no good,” is the 
unanimous verdict. , But he lives on. 
Even bad liquor does not kill him. 

Why was the useful father of two 
babies taken and this “no good” left? 
I, do t know the answer. But I do 
know that in the view of Heaven no 
human is “worthless.” I wonder if 2. 
Peter 3:9 does not answer this question. 
(Matt. 18:14.) 


How to Be Beautiful—When Jesus 
saw her, he... said... Woman, thou 
art loosed from thine infirmity (v. 12). 
All over this world are millions of folk 
whose first and greatest desire, if ex- 








1040 


pressed, would be, “Loose from my in- 
firmity.” 

There are other infirmities beside the 
physical ones. The infirmity of an accus- 
ing conscience. Of a bad disposition. 
Of ungracious manners. Of unattractive 
appearance. There are other bad habit 
infirmities you can mention. 

But mark you this: There is no in- 
firmity but will be “loosed” by the Lord 
Jesus if you will come in faithful touch 
with him (2 Cor. 5:17; Rev. 21:5.) Our 
Lord Jesus changes the old ideas, and 
with new ideas which are of the heaven- 
lies come new features, new bearing, 
and new man and new woman. (Exod. 
34:29, 30; Acts 6:15.) 

There lives here in Pennsylvania as 
popular and lovely a lady as I have 
ever met. She is the wife of one of 
the country’s great manufacturers. She 
has no physical beauty of face, as the 
world counts beauty. She is so hard 
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of hearing she must wear an electrical 
device that puts “spectacles” on her 
ears. 

After I had come in touch with her 
and had a little talk I came home and 
said to Mrs. Ridgway, “I have met a lady 
std charming and gracious that I have 
come away with the feeling I have had 
the honor of a visit with the most beau- 
tiful woman I have ever known.” Mrs. 
Ridgway replied, “Do you know, Will, 
when I met her at So-and-So’s garden 
party the other day I came away with 
exactly the same impression.” 

Girls, this is what Heaven can do for 
all of you. The Christ-life, with its in- 
side beauty, shines right through the 
container so brightly folks can’t see the 
container. 


Carrying Infirmities.—All the people 
rejoiced for all the glorious things that 
were done by him (v. 17). I am writ- 
ing this note in the New York World 
Fair in 1939, at the Y. M. C. A. build- 
ing. Over yonder is the great statue 
of Washington. Over here is a gigantic, 
white sundial of great beauty. Every- 
thing is on a big scale. At an automo- 
bile exhibit, said to have cost over 
$6,000,000, is a double line almost a quar- 
ter of a mile long waiting over two 
hours to get in. 

The men who created here in the Flush- 
ing swamp this great Fair certainly did 
a “glorious thing.” But as I sit here 
with notebook on knee thinking along 
the line of this verse and watching the 
great crowds, I say to myself, “What 
rejoicing there would be in the near-by 
great city should this same great Healer 
appear and say to one and all bound 
by physical misfortune, “Thou art loosed 
from thine infirmity.” 

Just now a lovely young girl appears, 
who is seeing the show with apparent 
heavenly joy. Her friends have just 
had a big job helping her into the 
sight-seeing bus. She is a victim of in- 
fantile paralysis, I reckon, but that does 
not seem, in the least, to affect her hap- 
piness. (Psa. 97:11, 12; Col. 1:11.) 

I thought right away of Mr. Channing 
Pollock’s story. The city missionary had 
picked up a homeless, cast out, little 
crippled girl. She is his housekeeper, 
and they have just had their simple eve- 
ning meal in the plain room of the mis- 
sion. At the close of the meal the mis- 
sionary reads this story. The little 
cripple asks, 

“Missie, if I have the faith, do you 
think the Lord Jesus would cure me?” 

“Well,” said the missionary, “I don’t 
know whether he would cure you or not. 
But if he didn’t cure you, he would give’ 
you the grace to carry your infirmity 
and make you the happiest little girl in 
all ‘the world.” 

Look around you and see how true this 
is, among those who are tied up to 
Heaven and happy with their infirmities. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 


‘ up ad 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: “A spirit of infirmity.” 


Discussion: If you have a weakness what 
should you do with it? What has 2 Cor- 
inthians 4:7-10 to do with this? 


Objective: 2 Corinthians 10:3-5. 











AY, fellows, here was a poor woman 

with a crooked back, but the record 
shows she had “a spirit of infirmity” 
which was the cause of her crooked 
back. In the miracle of healing her, 
Jesus did not say, “Woman, straighten 
He said, “Woman, thou art loosed 
from thine infirmity”! Then “he laid 
his hands on her: and immediately she 
was made straight, and glorified God.” 

The spirit in her was transformed by 
the touch of Jesus. When her spirit 
of infirmity, which had made her 
crooked, was banished and a new spirit 
was given her, then she was immediately 
“made straight, and glorified God.” 

Fellows, I think it is important to get 
this clearly in our minds; there is a 
wonderful truth here for us and its . 
blessing is missed by some who sorely 
need «it because they “take it by the 
wrong handle.” So often we deal with 
“effects” when we should be looking at 
“causes.” You can’t have an orange 
grove by pinning oranges on palmetto 
trees. 

Have you a “crookedness”? If you have, 
you certainly know what that crook- 
edness is. God knows and you know. 
Others may not know. To others 
you may seem to be a paragon of 
goodness. You may be a spiritual 
leader in your group; you may teach a 
Bible class; you may stand up in the 
meetings and give a testimony — yes, 
even an impassioned testimony. But 
you are crooked, and you know it. You 
have a besetting sin. Your outward life 
is exemplary, but inside you have a 
“spot” that is rotten. Others have not 
suspected it, but when you are alone 
with yourself and you are frank with 
yourself, you know that thing has you 
“bowed,”. and you cannot rise to the 
full stature of a real servant of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. ; 

This is not to say you are willingly a 
slave to your besetting sin. No, you have 
deplored it many times. Indeed, you 
have made some mighty efforts to throw 
it off, and at times you seemed to have 
succeeded; but in the next moment of 
weakness you yielded again. The trou- 
ble is’ you have not gone down deep 
enough. You have been dealing with 
the effect and not the cause. The cause 
is, still there, unmoved. It is the spirit 
of infirmity; and that spirit must’ be 
touched by the power of Jesus Christ 
to be made strong for-healing. The 
spirit is a part of the will, or if you 
prefer it the will is’ animated by the 
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spirit in you. Do you know, fellows, 
you never sin, except that particular sin 
has the assent of your will? There is 
no such thing as a fellow being taken 
off guard and sinning before he knows 
it. There may not be more than a sec- 
ond of time between the temptation 
and the act, but in that second the will 
says, “Yes.” The spirit is infirm and the 
will is powerless to stand. If you are 
frank with yourself and with God, you 
will have to acknowledge that you sin 
because you want to sin. Don’t kid your- 
self with the idea that you would not 
have done it if you had had time to 
think. You always have enough time to 
will to say “No!” 

So what can you do about it? This 
you can do about it—#it is very simple 
and within the reach of the poorest, 
weakest sinner: Let Jesus Christ heal 
your spirit of infirmity. Ask him to do 
it. Ask him to give you the will to do 
his will. If you are still too weak to 
do that, ask him to give you the will 
to will to do his will. Keep on going 
down until you strike a point where 
you are willing to cry out, like the poor 
man who cried to the Lord, “Lord, I 
believe; help thou mine unbelief.” Get 
- back to the last segment of unsurren- 
dered territory, yield that and start from 
scratch. Turning away from a besetting 
sin must not be done with the thought 
of trying it for a while and seeing how 
it works. That’s the Devil’s own sug- 
gestion. It must be done with the definite 
determination of the will to cut it once 
for all and forever. Only the Spirit of 
God can enable you to do that. And 
how much he wants to give you the 
power! He can, and he will. But you 
must lay that stubborn will at his feet 
and say, “Lord, touch it with your al- 
mighty power and heal it of its infirm- 
ity.” 

Oneonta, N. Y. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Worship.—Use that beautiful old hymn, 
“I think when I read that sweet story of 
old.” If the children do not know it, teach 
it to them. They will love it. 

Instruction.—Concentrate on Hanns today. 
A picture of the Crucifixion would help 
in the climax of the lesson. There are two 
introductory stories that the children will 
understand. 

Expression.—Give each child a sheet of 
paper, a page in their Luke book if they are 
making one, and let him draw around his 
own hand, and print under it, “What can my 
hand do for Jesus?” Teach the Memory 
Verse (Psa. 107:15). 


Dappy’s Hanns 


ONNIE was a very small boy, and 

one night he awakened crying. He 
had had a bad dream, and he was 
frightened. His father went to his crib, 
and bent over and took Donnie’s hands 
in his own, but didn’t say a word. 
Donnie knew his father’s touch, and 
without even opening his eyes he said, 
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as he stopped crying, “Daddy, don’t go 
*way. Hold my hands. I want to feel 
your hands.” Maybe your daddy has 
done something like this for you some 
night. 
MOTHER’s HANDS 

Helen was seven, and she was sick 
in the hospital. The nurses were just 
as kind and gentle with her as they 
could be, for they were very sorry for 
such a little girl in a hospital. She had 
everything she needed. But every aft- 
ernoon just when she was getting tired 
of the bed, her mother came to stay 
with her awhile, and she always said, 
“Mother, please rub my legs and back, 
’cause they ache.” Of course Mother 
rubbed them gently and lovingly, and 
Helen would lie back on her pillow 
with a smile and say, “Mother, your 
hands are different from everybody’s. 
The nurses are so good to me, and they 
rub my back, but I guess it’s love in 
your hands that makes them feel so 
good.” Helen was right. Love makes 
Mothers’ hands different. 


Jesus’ Hanps 


There are some hands in our lesson 
today even more wonderful than Daddy’s 
or Mother’s hands. 

A poor woman so crippled and bent 
over that Luke tells us she was bowed 
together and could not lift herself up 
—and she had been that way for 
eighteen years—was in the synagogue 
where the Lord Jesus was teaching on 
the Sabbath Day. He saw her, and 
called her to him, and said to her, 
“Woman, thou art loosed from thine in- 
firmity.” In other words, “Woman, you 
are healed, and can stand up straight.” 
He laid his hands on her, and at once 
she was made Straight, and she praised 
God for that healing touch of the Lord 
Jesus’ hands. His hands could’ heal be- 
cause he is God. He touched many peo- 
ple when he was here on earth, and 
healed them of all kinds of diseases, and 
even touched a little girl who was dead, 
and said to her, “Child, arise!” and she 
was alive. Wonderful hands of the Lord 
Jesus ! 

We sang a little while ago, “I wish 
that his hands had been placed on my 
head,” and we do, but his hands have 
done something for us far more won- 
derful than the healing of our bodies, 
for those tender, powerful, healing 
hands of the Lord Jesus were also 


Tue HANDS THAT WERE NAILED TO THE Cross 


Why were they nailed to the cross? 
For you and for me, because Christ died 
for our sins, he bore our sins in his 
own body on the cross. When we look 
at the picture of Christ on the cross it 
makes the tears come to our eyes, but 
it makes us praise God even more than 
the healed woman in our lesson today. 

And what do we do for him? Our 
hands do many things. Do you use 
your hands for the dear Lord Jesus? 
(Put in your expression work here.) 
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As we go home, let’s think about 
hands — Daddy’s hands, Mother’s hands, 
our hands, but best of all, tne Lord Jesus’ 
pierced hands. 

The hand of my Saviour I see, 

The hand that was wounded for me: 

"Twill lead me in love to the mansions 

above, 
The hand that was wounded for me! 
(Greatest Hymns No. 399.) 


MopestTo, CAtir. 
bo 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


The Editors are glad to introduce in this 
issue, with the first lesson of the new 
year, a writer for teachers of boys end 
girls in the Junior Department. Miss Dow 
is a high school teacher of Frankfort, 
Maine, and for the past seven years has 
been closely following The Sunday School 
Times in her own Sunday school teaching. 
UNIOR teacher, do you develop the 
new lesson in class time, follow it 
with home assignment, and conclude 
the study during the first half of the 
next Sunday’s period? The second half 
of the class period may be built on the 
pupils’ responses to home work and 
serve as a review of the previous Sun- 
day’s presentation. This method works 
for greater pupil interest in home work, 
and for longer retention of the material. 

Children respond sympathetically to 
current stories and pictures of childhood 
hardships in the countries at war. Have 
one or more ready as an introduction 
to this lesson. Or if some catastrophe 
involving children or adults known to 
your group has recently occurred, it 
may serve as the basis of discussion. 

Why does God let such things hap- 
pen? Doesn’t he love those boys and 
girls as much as he loves us? We will 
jot our ideas on the blackboard where 
we can see and remember them. John 
thinks God doesn’t bother about it. He 
lets people do what they want. ... 
Their people are bad. .. . Maybe they 
have been naughty. ... Things just hap- 
pen. . . . Perhaps things will be better 
when the trouble is over. 

I should like to know what the Lord 
Jesus thought about why trouble comes, 
wouldn’t you? Where shall I look? In 
the Bible? Yes. In what books? 

One day when a shocking story of 
cruel treatment was being gossiped 
around, the Lord put the question, “Do 
you suppose the ones to whom it hap- 
pened were worse than other people?” 
Then he answered with a yes or no, 
Which do you think he said? You can 
find it in Luke 13:1-5, 

Another day when the Lord’s disciples 
noticed a certain man who had béen 
born blind, they asked him, “Master, 
who did sin, this man, or his parents, 
that hé was born blind?” Jesus an- 
swered them (John 9:3). Do you know 
what “works of God” were seen in that 
man that day? 

The Lord Jesus let one of his friends 
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be sick and die without helping him 
or the family. Do you think he didn’t 
care? Listen while I read John 11:1, 3- 
7, 11-15. Did the Lord care? You know 
what a wonderful thing he did for Mary, 
Martha, and Lazarus, in the end, don’t 
you? Do you suppose they were glad 
for their trouble after it was all over? 


A lady whom we will call Mrs. Smith 
had just returned from a call on Gram- 
mie Brown, an arthritis cripple whose 
knees were so doubled up that they 
formed a good writing desk in bed. 
Grammie Brown had few comforts, and 
only a little care from the family, but 
she did love God, and even thanked him 
for the “writing desk” arrangement. 
Mrs. Smith said to me when she had 
returned from Grammie Brown’s, “I’ve 
been wondering why I have so much — 
a good home, nice clothes, a fine car, 
and many pleasures—while Grammie 
Brown lies there day after day in pain 
with so little. I can’t help thinking that 
Heaven will even things up, that Gram- 
mie Brown will have some joys and 
blessings there which I shall not have.” 
What Mrs. Smith said reminded me of 
a story Jesus told about a poor hungry, 
sick man named Lazarus. Do you know 
it? (Luke 16: 19-25.) 

Let us look at the suggestions we 
wrote on the board. Which ones have 
been proved true by what Jesus tells 
us? Which ones false? If you will read 
the Bible verses on these slips of paper 
during the week, you will find more in- 
formation about our guesses on the 
board.. (Rom. 8:28, 35, 37-39; 2 Cor. 4: 
17; 5:10; 12:7-9; Prov. 3:11, 12.) What 
verse would be an encouragement to 
you if you were a cripple or in trouble? 
Learn it during the week as a Memory 
Verse. 

I have asked Mary to tell us a story 
which shows how Jesus felt about a 
lady with a crooked back.. (Luke 13: 
11-17. Suggest. that Mary imitate the 
position of the lady as she tells the 
story.) Did Jesus care? How did he 
show it? Do you care about the trou- 
bles of the boys and girls and daddies 
and mothers of Europe? Can you think 
how you can show that you care? What 
do they need? One day a man who vis- 
ited an orphans’ home promised to give 
every child a dish of ice cream as a 
special treat the next day. A little later 
when the superintendent of the home 
told the children about Jewish boys and 
girls in Europe who did not have even 
enough bread, let alone ice cream for 
dessert, 94 of 100 children in the orphan- 
age put their names on slips of paper 
to express their willingness.to give.their 
ice cream to buy bread for starving Jew- 
ish children. Perhaps you will give up 
some ice cream, gum, or candy this week 
to show your sympathy for starving 
children in other lands. Next Sunday 
bring what you have saved to class, 

FRANKFORT, MAINE. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal for the Quarter.—To help the girls 
realize the actual reiationship between a 
real and ever-present Christ and their 
own daily experiences. ' 

Activity.—During the past quarter the 
class may have been using the chart sug- 
tion showing attributes. of “The Most Ex- 
cellent One, Christ Jesus.’”’ As we con- 
tinue our studies in the Gospel of Luke, 
build a picture poster, or make individual 
notebooks to illustrate the presence of the 
Lord Jesus in our everyday -activities. 
For instance, on a poster place a large 
central figure of Christ. Each week add 
a small picture which would indicate 
Christ’s power in that particular situation. 
Today you might use a sickroom scene, 
or an illustration, of some other misfor- 
tune. 


Memory Verse.—“How excellent is thy 
loving-kindness, O God! therefore the 
children of men put their‘trust under the 
shadow of thy wings’ (Psa. 36:7). 











“IT Am Come Down TO DELIVER” 


<< ITTLE girls like you never have 

any troubles,” a grown woman 
who liked to complain, and who, doubt- 
less, had forgotten her childhood,, once 
told-a small child. 

At that moment the little one thought 
that she herself had a multitude of trou- 
bles, and she hoped -that when she grew 
older she might be better able to en- 
dure her misfortunes than this woman 
seemed fo be. 

The child and the woman each needed 
a Person to help them bear their diffi- 
culties. Trials and misfortune are com- 
mon to us all (1 Cor. 10:13). Your 
afflictions are not like mine, nor are mine 
the same as yours, yet we each need a 
Saviour to deliver us from the influence 
and consequences of sin (John 1:29); 
we need a real, always-present, and 
close-by Helper to reassure us in time 
of trouble (Psa. 46:1); and we must 
KNOW him, and the fact that he can 
keep us in spite of all appearances to 
the contrary (2 Tim. 1:12). 


“Except YE REPENT, YE SHALL . . . PERISH” 

“That was merely a part of life,” said 
a careless young person, trying to ex- 
cuse wrong conduct. 

“What is the difference? It was ‘just 
one of those things,’” laughed another 
about a mistake he had made. 

It is true that we can never stoop 
down and pick up the edges of a figura- 
tive “magic carpet” and lift ourselves 
to a higher place. Materially we need 
steps and hills to climb, or elevators and 
airplanes to lift us higher. 

From a spiritual standpoint, Christ 
came “down to deliver” us from the sin- 
ful “part of life” (Isa. 1:18), and to lift 
us above every “one of those things” that 
hurt, physically or morally, just as he 
lifted the woman who, by her own ef- 
forts for eighteen long years “could in 
no wise lift up herself.” 
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“Sue Was MAbE STRAIGHT” 


Life might be compared to a house 
through which we walk for a little 
while, and then leave to enter another. 
Christ is building mansions for all those 
who choose him for their Architect, man- 
sions that the “h:ffs and puffs” of earthly 
adversity can never “blow down” (John 
14:1-3). While we wait for him, we 
need not let our hearts be “troubled.” 

“She is a woman who has had a great 
deal of sorrow in her life,” someone said 
as a lovely chairman was conducting a 
large meeting, “ut through it all she 
has had grace to overcome.” Recall 
what the Lord promised Paul (2 Cor. 
12:9). 

Christ does not always remove afflic- 
tion; he does something better. He takes 
our hands in his own and helps us 
through (Psa. 23:4). 


“This woman” was an individual dear 
to God. As we think of Christ and the 
effect of his power ‘in this troubled life, 
it is hard to understand the heartless 
callousness of the synagogue ruler and 
his colleagues who condemned this act 
of graciousness and love. Unfortunately 
we find, today; people who are jealous 
when the Lord delivers sinners, and 
relieves the pain of unfortunate folk. 
Overwhelmingly great will be the ulti- 
mate affliction of these people whose 
hearts are empty of love (Luke 13:5). 

“Loosed from thine infirmity.” This 
woman was loosed from that which kept 
her earth-bound and “bowed together,” 
and was raised to sit “in heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus.” When she was “bowed 
together” she could look only at the 
ground. Now she could look higher. 
She could have a new perspective; see 
new sights; take up new interests; look 
others straight in the face; with no in- 
feriority complex, and no “wall-flower” 
attitude. 


“Immediately she . . . glorified God.” 
She was tremendously thankful for 
what Christ had done for her, and she 
wanted everyone else to know about 
him. She was aware that while she 
could never be worth while alone, yet 
now she had found One who could re- 
pair the damaged “temple of her body,” 
and use it to magnify and reflect him- 
self (Phil, 1:20). 

Girls, Christ is the balancing, steady- 
ing Power in affliction. Christ is the 
One who really can compensate for your 
handicaps, bring relief in pain and sor- 
row, overcome the torturous hurt of 
poverty, and give deep heart-comfort 
and peace (Phil. 4:7). 

Re#d 1 Peter to learn of the precious- 
ness of taking Christ into all of our 
trials. Go to him unceasingly in prayer, 
and remember him throughout your en- 
tire day. 

Next week we shall continue this study 
of Christ’s concern for persons. Humble 
yourselves through Proverbs 27:2. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. / 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 1038) 


1. Isaiah 53:6; Romans 3:9-19; 23-25. These 
Seriptures tell us all are sinners, lost and 
without hope, except as they accept the 
Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour and 
Substitute. The only sin that results in be- 
ing eternally lost is unbelief in the only 
begotten Son of God. 


2. “The glory of God” is the measuring 
red, and all have “come short of the glory” 
(Rom. 3:23; Col. 3:25). 


3. It is not for us to judge those who 
meet with calamity as greater sinners than 
others. 

4. (a) Yes, sometimes, as sin brings evil 
consequences (Exod. 20:5, 6; 2 Chron. 26: 
16-21; Gal. 6:7). (b) But not always, for 
misfortune is sometimes used by the Lord 
as an object lesson (John 9:2, 3; Phil. 1:12, 
13). 

5. Here we touch on one of the deep 
questions of life. New Thought and Chris- 
tian Science tell us either that there is no 
sickness or that God wants every person 
to ‘be perfectly well, and that we can all be 
well if we just accept their religion. Yet 
many saints who walk with the Lord are 
suffering constantly. In fact, they are often 
the most godly people. God undoubtedly 
uses sickness and suffering to discipline and 
train his children, even as the Book of Job 
implies, and also to show to the world what 
God can do in giving sustaining grace. God 
does heal when it is his will. He always 
gives more grace in suffering. Fundamen- 
tally; Satan is to blame for all sickness; it 
is. use of sin, but not always directly 
beeause of sin in the individual life, but in 
the race. 


, 6. The real hurt of affliction is an inward 
thing, and Christ dwells in the heart of a 
believer as an actual inward Presence, 
greater than all our hurts (Psa. 46:1; 1 
John 4:4). 

7. Christ’s answer to him in the next verse 
tells us he was a hypocrite, so his real 
reason was not zeal for the Sabbath, but 
hatred of the Lord. 

‘8: Because he failed to realize that the 
individual and his blessing mean more to 
God than ceremonial observances. 

9. It is to change one’s attitude regarding 
Ged and self and sin, and thus to turn 
wholeheartedly to the Lord for deliverance. 
“10. One who had the faith of Abraham 
and~was therefore a child of God. 





[ ‘Children at Home 





A Loving Heart for Christmas 
By Etta W. Schlichter 


¢éT)O I hang up my stocking tomor- 
row night, Mother?” 

Tommy knew that something was 
wrong with Mother. He had twice seen 
her wipe her eyes: when she thought 
he wasn’t looking, and that was why, 
though he was thinking of Christmas 
all the time, he hadn’t said anything 
about it before. 

But now day after tomorrow would 
be the great day. He couldn’t stand it 
any longer, but as soon as he had spoken, 
he wished he hadn’t, for Mother’s eyes 
filled with tears. 


“We are very poor this year, darling,” 
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she said, taking him on her lap and 
hugging him close. “I’m afraid we'd 
better not hang up the stocking, but 
Mother will tell you all about the Christ 
child and how he came and loved the 
little children.” 

“Won’t anybody have gifts, Mother?” 
asked Tommy. How he had hoped 
there’d be just a few toys in his stock- 
ing on Christmas morning! 

“Some people who are richer, sweet- 
heart,” said Mother, “but I’m afraid we 
shall not.” 

“Doesn’t Jesus love poor children, 
Mother?” 

“I’m sure he loves them all, dear.” 

“If it hadn’t been for Jesus,” said 
Tommy, “there wouldn’t be any Christ- 
mas gifts or any day to give them in, 
for Christmas is Jesus’ birthday.” 

“And Jesus loves poor little children 
very dearly, Tommy, and he gives them 
something far better than toys. He 
gives them kind and loving hearts. So 
we must always try to be kind and 
loving and then we shall be happy even 
though we have no gifts this year.” 

“Does Jesus give rich children kind 
and loving hearts, Mother?” 

“He wants to, and sometimes they 
accept them. But sometimes they are 
satisfied with just the pretty toys. and 
forget to be kind and loving.” 

Tommy was very thoughtful all the 
next day. How he wanted some toys! 
But he mustn’t let Mother know. That 
wouldn’t be showing a kind and loving 
heart. 

All that day Mother kept trying to 
smile, but Tommy knew. What a good 
big hug he gave her when she called 
him in the morning! And once he 
even made her laugh when it snowed 
very hard and he asked if Daddy would 
look like a polar bear when he came 
home. 

Daddy was a missionary preacher. 
His church was a very little one, and 
his people were very poor. For a long 
while work had been scarce, so they 
could not pay Daddy his salary. How 
much he needed it! ‘Tommy had to 
stay indoors when it was so cold, be- 
cause he just couldn’t get into his last 
year’s overcoat. 

Daddy had been away a whole week 
helping to hold a meeting in another 
church ten miles away. Maybe the peo- 
ple over there would give him a little 
money, but Mother knew it wouldn’t be 
much. He was coming home this after- 
noon. He had no car, just an old horse 
and buggy. It would take a good while 
to get here through all this deep snow. 

Tommy had made up his mind not 
to mention gifts again, but all of a sud- 
den he forgot. 

“IT suppose,” said he, “there’ll be lots 
of presents for the Brodericks, because 
they’re rich.” 

“I suppose so,” said Mother. 

“Will they have kind and _ loving 
hearts?” asked Tommy. 

“I hope so,” said Mother. But she 
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thought not, though she wouldn’t let 
Tommy know that. She couldn’t help 
remembering the days last summer when 
the Broderick children were so sick 


_ with a contagious fever and ‘she and 


Daddy had gone over and helped them. 
Tommy had gone along but he had stayed 
out-of-doors, and Mother had changed 
her dress every day before she went into 
the house and when she was ready to 
come out. Mr. Broderick had offered 
them some money when a nurse had 
finally come, but they had refused ‘it. 
And he had never said a word since 
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or come to see them. They had helped 
save his little boys’ lives, and he had 
forgotten all about it. 

Daddy came home all covered with 
snow and very cold. “You're a polar 


bear, sure enough, Daddy,” laughed 
Tommy. 
But Daddy didn’t laugh. He just 


kissed Tommy. When Mother looked at 
him, he just shook his head. The peo- 
ple at the other church had had no 
money either. There were some pota- 
toes in the buggy and some sausage. 
That was all. And he had cut a tiny 
tree in the woods on his way home. 
Mother could string some popcorn to put 
on it. 

Christmas eve Daddy read about the 
Babe of Bethlehem, and just before he 
went to bed Tommy slipped up and 
hung his stocking on the little tree. “I 
thought perhaps,” said he to Mother, 
“there might be just one present.” 

Christmas morning, bright and early, 
before Tommy was up, a huckster came 
through. He had lost so much time the 
day before on account of the snow that 
he had to finish his route on Christmas 
morning. 

Daddy put his hand in his pocket and 
drew out all the money he had. It was 
a single nickel. “It was to put in the 
Christmas collection tonight,” said ho 
to Mother, “but I think the Lord will 
want us to spend it for our boy. Buy 
him an orange.” 

Mother bought an orange for three 
cents. The two pennies she would keep 
for the church collection. The huckster 
eyed her sharply, then handed her a 
little peppermint candy cane. “Take 
that for the boy,” said he with gruff 
kindness. 

So.when Tommy came to breakfast, 
the toe of his stocking was fat and 
the peppermint cane hung from the top. 
But not a single toy! 

Tommy turned his back and swal- 
lowed hard, “A kind and loving heart,” 
said he to himself. Then he turned and 
smiled bravely. He knew who put the 
orange in his stocking. 

“I got a present after all,” said he. 
And somehow, just trying to be glad 
made him feel glad all over. 

The orange smelled so good. All 
morning he wanted to eat it, but then 
it would be gone and he wouldn’t have 
two presents to show. 

Mother cooked the sausage and pota- 
toes for their Christmas dinner. The 
frying sausage smelled «good. “It'll be 
*most as good as turkey, won't it, 
Mother?” said Tommy. ’ 

Just then there was a jingle of sleigh 
bells. There were hardly any sleighs 
now. What could it-mean?. -Tommy ran 
to'look. It was Mr: Broderick coming! 
How he did pound on the door! estan 
ran to open it. 

“Hello, little man!” said Mr. Sunder 
ick, puffing and blowing with the cold. 


“Merry Christmas, everybody !”* And he . 
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looked’ so pleasant that Tommy knew 
he must have a kind and loving heart, 
even though he was rich. 

“Come out here, Reverend,” said he, 
shaking the minister’s hand, “and give 
me a lift.” 

When they came back into the house, 
Daddy had a big basket. And Mr. 
Broderick had a great big box. And 
that wasn’t all. They both went back 
and brought in some more boxes, Then 
Mr. Broderick laid an. envelope at 
Daddy’s place at the table and went off 
without even waiting till the boxes were 
opened. 

My, what an exciting time there was! 
Tommy peeped in the ‘basket while 
Mother and Daddy untied the strings 
on the boxes. 


“A turkey! a turkey!” he shouted. 
“All roasted. And it’s warm. And, oh, 
Mother, oranges and candy, and —” 

But just then the lids came off the 
boxes and there was such a wonderful 
surprise there that Tommy forgot even 
the turkey. One box was for Tommy 
all by himself, and it had an overcoat 
and sweater and cap and shoes and rub- 
bers and warm gloves. And in the 
other boxes were an overcoat for Daddy 
and 4 lovely coat and dress for Mother. 
And here was another box, a big one. 
Whatever could that contain? Toys, a 
lot of them ! 

What a merry Christmas dinner they 
had! Of course the sausage was put 
away and the turkey put into the oven 
to get piping hot. And when the bless- 
ing was asked and Daddy started to 
carve the turkey, he saw for the first 
time the envelope Mr. Broderick had 
put beside his plate. He opéned it and 
drew out a twenty-dollar bill and a 
Christmas card, and dn the Christmas 
card Tommy spelled the letters, “In 
grateful appreciation.” Mother had to 
tell him the words.. He didn’t know 
quite what they meant, but he said, “It 
must ‘mean that Jesus gave the Broder- 
icks kind and loving hearts, too.” 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











January 12. Il. How Big Is My World? Rom. 
1:14; 1 Cor. 4:7; Gal. 3:28;-John 10:16. 





Sunday, January 5 


I. What Am I Living For? 
(2 Pet. '3:13-18) 





Mon,—Frailty of life (Jas. 4:13-15). 

Tues.—A life well spent (1 Sam. 7:15-17). 

Wed.—A negative purpose (Dan. 1:5-8). 

Thurs.—A life rule and promise (Matt. 6: 
33). 

Fri.—A worthy ambition (Phil. 3:13, 14). 

Sat.—An eye for the future (Heb. 11:24- 
26). 











N OUR Young People’s Prayer Meet- 

ing last week, at the close of the 
old year, we thought about the Chris- 
tian life as a race. This week at the 
beginning of the new year we are to 
think of it as a growth. And so at 
the very beginning of our prayer meét- 
ing let us understand clearly the place 
of growth in the Christian life. 

If a child is to grow satisfactorily it 
must first be given life by birth. Just’ 
so if we are to grow in grace, as the 
last verse of our Scripture portion ‘for 
this week commands us, we must first 
be in grace, by being born again through” 
belief on the Lord Jesus Christ as our’ 
personal Saviour. 

There was a baby in New York that 
was fed on elephant’s milk. It gained 
100 pounds in a few weeks, — but it was 
a baby elephant to begin with. A hu- 
man baby fed on elephant’s milk could 
not have grown like the elephant’s baby. 
It is possible to feed a man, woman, or 
a child on the hest spiritual food avail- 
able, but that one will not grow tobe 
like a child of God unless he has first 
become a child of God through the new 
birth. So if we are to grow in the 
Christian life we- must first be born 
into it. 

4 

Six important things are mentioned in 
the verses we are to.consider in connec- 
tion with this matter of ‘Christian growth. 
The first is the Christian’s prospect (y. 13). 
There are some who live to accumulate 
wealth. There are others who bend their 
whole effort toward securing popularity 
or position, or power, or pleasure, But. 
in the’ verses that have just preceded 
this verse Peter has shown that the time 
is coming when this universe in which 
we live is to be dissolved and out of it 
are to come new heavens and a new 

earth, free from sin with all its taint. 


‘and stain. This present brief existence 


is, to the Christian, merely a prepara-’ 
tion for the aeons of eternity. “How 
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foolish then it is. to neglect that which 
will be of eternal and lasting value in 
order to grasp the trifles and baubles 
that must perish with this life. 
vg 
The Christian’s prospect of the life 
to. come should spur him to persever- 
ance,—a diligence (v. 14) to have the 
approval of our coming Lord. 
$8 
And notice the position (v. 14) that 
the Christian should diligently seek. It 
is. to be found spotless and blameless. 
We know all tod well from personal 
experience how impossible it is, of our-: 
selves, to be blameless and spotless. 
Nothing we can do can wipe out the 
stain of past sins. But God has pro- 
vided a way that we may be blame- 
less and spotless through trust in the 
Lord Jesus, and he offers us the daily 
and moment by moment cleansing, 
whenever we slip into sin, that comes 
through confessing our sins and receiv- 
ing his — and cleansing (1 John 
1:9). 
xe 
Next Peter calls attention to the 
Christian’s perception (v. 17). ‘There 
_are certain things that the Christian 
may know beyond any question of doubt 
if he reads God’s Word and learns to 
know God’s will and his purposes. The 
particular thing that Peter is talking 
about here is found in verses 15 and 16. 
It is & perception of the fact that, al- 
though the Lord Jesus may apparently 
delay his coming, it is not a delay as we 
count tardiness. Rather it is a delay 
prompted by his desire that men might 
accept salvation and not perish. 
Perception of this truth Peter points out 
should guard us from a very real peril 
(v. 18). It is the peril of letting down 
in our Christian life, because we think 
perhaps the Lord Jesus may not come 
for awhile and we shall have a chance 
to be more steadfast a little later on. 
Matthew Henry has a challenging word 
for us here.. He says, “Does your Lord 
delay his coming? Do not think this 
is to givé more time to make provision 
for your lusts, to gratify them; it is so 
much space to repent and work out your 
salvation. . . . Learn then to make a 
right use of the patience of our Lord, 
who does as yét delay his coming.” 
Me 
Finally, we have the central and dom- 
inating thought in this portion that the 
Christian life must show progress (v. 
18). Normal (not average) Christian ex- 
perience should show a decided and defi- 
nite gain year by year. If we do not 
know our Saviour better today than we 
did a year ago, if we are not demon- 
strating a more consistent Christian 
walk than we did a year ago, then we 
will do well to find out what is wrong 
and ‘what is interfering with our 
growth. ‘The Lord Jesus will tell us if 
we will ask him to do ‘80. 
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Bibles for Morocco 


SWISS missionary in Casablanca, 

Morocco, North Africa, has recently 
written to a friend of the shortage of 
Bibles. It is no longer possible to get 
them from London. The missionary in 
French Morocco is Monsieur Froidevaux, 
and he writes as follows: 

“Except for a wonderful change or 
intervention from above, we will have 
a dearth of the Word of God, and ex- 
perience a foretaste of Amos 8 in the 
next few months.” (Amos 8:11 speaks 
of a “famine ... of hearing the words 
of the Lord.”) 

It is possible for the American Bible 
Society to send Bibles to Monsieur 
Froidevaux. Those who would like to 
have a share in supplying this urgent 
need may send their gifts to the For- 
eign Department, American Bible So- 
ciety, 450 Park Ave., New York City, 
saying that they are to be used for 
sending Bibles to Monsieur Froidevaux, 
Maison de la Bible, 5 Boulevard de 
2ieme Terailleur, Casablanca, French 
Morocco. 


* 


Caring for Orphans in China 


OR the past thirty-two years the 

Rev. and Mrs. J. Wesley Bovyer have 
been taring for orphan: boys and girls 
in China.. Many are led to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and all the children are 
taught some useful trade in the Indus- 
trial. Orphanage Homes at Chinkiang, 
Kiangsu, China. Mr. Bovyer has re- 
cently written the Editors as follows: 

“We are again facing a serious time. 
Winter is approaching and the price of 
rice is again rising. What the poor 
people will do is a mystery. Many will 
perish from hunger. Our hope is to 
save the lives of a few of the starving 
children, and for this we crave the 
prayers of God’s people, 

“Indications point to the fact that con- 
ditions will get worse and worse as long 
as the war continues. We desire to res- 
cue as many as possible of the suffering 
children, especially those from Christian 
families and those who will believe the 
Gospel. Some of our brightest Chris- 





, tians came from heathen homes. 
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We be- 
lieve that the Scripture still holds good 
that ‘even so it is not the will of your 
Father which is in heaven, that one of 
these little ones should perish’ (Matt. 
18:14), and that God has not changed 
in his purpose. 

“In order to do this we must have 
more prayer help. We say prayer help 
advisedly, as all financial help must have 
a basis in prayer. When we receive 
a child we endeavor with the help of God 
to take the place of Christian parents, 
with all that the sacred responsibility 
involves. It means in most cases long 
years of care and teaching, and we need 
those who will become prayer-partners 
as well as give financial support. 

“Since our return from furlough we 
have received twenty-six war refugee 
children. We are praying about other 








Remember Your Brethren 


in German-Poland and other war-torn 
lands: left without homes and in need of 
daily bread they look to God and His 
poem for urgent help. Refugees from 


urope seek also comfort in our home in 
Chicago. 


We can help only with what 
you send usforthem. Please pray and 
act quickly as your heart is moved by 

God. God will bless you! Address your 
cheerful contributions to 


THE RUSSIAN 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY, INC. 
1844 Monroe Street Room9 Chicago, Illinois 
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cases, and waiting to know the will of 
God. 

“To our knowledge outside of Shang- 
hai this is the only Home of this kind 
in the Province. We have received chil- 
dren from Nanking, Wuhu (Anhuei 
Province) and from Shantung Province. 

“Because of the fact that we have no 
society at home to present the needs 
to the people of God Dr. Glover of the 
China Inland Mission, Dr, Barnhouse of 
Philadelphia, Mr. George T. B. Davis of 
the Million Testaments Campaigns, and 
others helped form the Prayer and Ref- 
erence Council to give moral support to 
the work.” 

The Treasurers in America of the In- 
dustrial Orphanage Homes of Chinkiang 
are: The D. M. Stearns Missionary Fund, 
147. W. School Lane, Germantown, Phil- 


adelphia; and F. W. Nelham, 3275 E, - 


29th Ave., Vancouver, B. C., Canada. 
we 


Mission Work among 
French Catholics in Quebec 


HE French Roman Catholics of the 

: Province of Quebec, Canada, offer a 
most promising field for evangelical mis- 
sionary effort. It is estimated that in 
the city of Montreal there are 100,000 
of these who have become dissatisfied 
with the Church of Rome, its doctrine, 
and its methods. Many of these are 
anxious to hear the Gospel of Christ. 
Two former Roman Catholics, work- 
ing. under a Committee of Presbyterians, 
are obtaining great results. 

J. A. Giguere was formerly a Roman 
priest. He left the Church of Rome 
and began to proclaim his new faith 
on thé street corners. A committee of 
Presbyterians bought him a building (a 
former church) for his work. He has 
large audiences and claims hundreds of 
converts. He is a great orator, and 
sound -in the faith, He knows the 
Scriptures thoroughly. To him the 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testa- 
ments.are the final word of authority 
on all. religious matters. . This is a 
preaching mission. He sows the Seed, 
and trusts God for the harvest. 

J. A. Smith was a former Roman 
Brother, a teacher. He left the Church 
of Rome. He began his present mis- 
sion with three French Roman Cath- 
olics present at his first meeting. He 
is an organizer and a builder. He now 
has 226 communicants, 5 ordained eiders, 
a Sunday school of 100, a Young Peo- 
ple’s Society of 70, a fine choir, a 
Women’s Missionary Society, and a 
Ladies Aid Society.. His people are 
most enthusiastic in their work. Al- 
most all of these were Roman Catholics 
a few years ago. The committee also 
bought a building for him. 

With men and money these situations 
can be duplicated over and over again 
throughout the city and Province. 
‘The committee’s great difficulty is lack 
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of funds. It depends almost entirely 
upon freewill offerings to support this 
mission. The two churches were bought 
on the installment plan. War conditions 
have made it almost impossible to col- 
lect money, and unless the committee 
can raise $2,500 by the middle of Jan- 
uary, both buildings will be lost. This 
will be a tragedy. 

Allan & Reid, D.D., Clerk of the 
Synod of Montreal and Ottawa, 3485 
McTavish St., Montreal, Quebec, is the 
secretary and treasurer of the com- 
mittee in charge. 





a 


| With the New Books 


Harper’s Topical Concordance. Com- 
piled by Charles R. Joy. (Harper and 
Bros., New York City, $3.95.) Twenty- 
five thousand texts are arranged under 
2,150 topics. The type is good. The 
binding is substantial. In the preface 
the compiler says: “In, the old days, 
most preaching was expository. The 
clergyman selected a Biblical passage, 
then prepared a sermon to expound the 
meaning and implications of it. Preach- 
ing in modern times has become increas- 
ingly topical. The clergyman selects a 
subject, suggested by the spiritual needs 
of his people, or by the contetmporane- 
ous scene, and then he searches for 
some text appropriate to that scene.” 
The compiler argues that a topical con- 
cordance is far more useful for topical 
preaching than a concordance of the old 
form. 

The publishers state: “It lists a host 
of important modern topics, such as 
‘aggressiveness,’ ‘self-respect,’ and ‘tol- 
erance.’” The article on “self-respect” 
is not to be found. Possibly the com- 
piler intended to include that topic, but 
found instead that the Biblical ethical 
motive is not self. There is an article 
on self-realization which begins with 
the text, “Ye shall be as gods, knowing 
good and evil” (Genesis 3:5) ! 

In the preface, the compiler makes 
the claim, “Every effort has been made 
to exclude from the book any theological 
bias. . . . The book is as comprehensive 
as the Bible itself.” Such exclusion in- 
evitably weakens the usefulness of the 
work for evangelical believers. 

The article on “Atonement” is barely 
one-half a column in length. “Leaven” 
contains no reference from the Old Tes- 
tament except Amos 4:5. “Predestination” 
begins with the words of Christ, “Thou 
lovedst me before the foundation of the 
world” (John 17:24)... There is, howe- 
ever, a brief article on “Christ, Pre- 
existence of,” in which the same text is 
included. It will seem to some that the 
articles on “Non-resistance,” “Peace,” 
“War,” and other related subjects be- 
tray a certain amount of prejudice in the 
material omitted. 
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If used along with other reference 
works, — a good Bible dictionary, a good 
subject index such as “The. Cross-Refer- 
ence Bible,” or Dr. Torrey’s “What the 
Bible Teaches,” and a good systematic 
theology,—this jwook, in spite of its 
imperfections, will be a valuable tool_in 
any minister’s library. It should be re- 
membered, however, that the selection 
of Scripture references bearing upon 
any topic is a matter of Spirit-guided 
judgment and will inevitably reflect the 
point of view of the one who makes 
the selection. 


The Christian College. By H. I. Hes- 
ter. (Sunday School Board of Southern 
Baptist Convention, Nashville, Tenn.,. 40 
cents, paper; 60 cents, cloth.) Written 
by the Professor of Bible in William 
Jewell College, for the Education Com- 
mission of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention, here is a book designed as.a 
study book in the denominational. pro- 
gram. For credit, the student must pass 
an examination with a grade of at least 
seventy per cent. He must either read 
the book before taking the examination, 
or must pledge that he will read _ it 
through within two weeks. 

The book is not so much characterized 
by Modernism as by complete Indiffer- 
entism.* The Christianity it presents is 
opposed to secularism, and must include 
faith in God, acceptance of the ideals 
of Jesus, and good moral character. 

The early chapters of the book are 
valuable in showing that historical 
Christianity has promoted education, and 
has dispelled darkness and ignorance. ..“ 

Brown University is cited as: an ex- 
ample of Baptist Christian education. 
The words from the charter, “Into this 
liberal and catholic institution — shail 
never be admitted any religious test,” 
are quoted with apparent approval. The 
schools and colleges supported by .or 
connected with the denomination are 
listed with the implication that.they ate 
all “Christian” schools. ; 

The author states: “Within the past 
few years, the so-called ‘conflict’. be- 
tween science and religion has practi- 
cally disappeared.” Some of us happen 
to know that where the conflict has dis- 
appeared, true Christianity has also dis- 
appeared and unbelieving “science 
falsely so-called”— perhaps concealed 
by a thin veneer :of religion—com- 
pletely dominates the field. 

Under the heading, “Leaders Must Be 
Christians,” holding to the ideals of 
Christ and having integrity of char- 
acter and high moral standards seem. to 
constitute Christianity. One searches in 
vain for the truth that leaders as well 
as others “must be born again.” There 
is no suggestion that it is at all nec- 
essary for Christian leaders to believe 
in the inspired infallibility of the Bible. 

“Christian colleges” and “church ‘col- 
leges” are used as synonymous terms. 
They are very far from that. 

Christian colleges’ are said to be of 
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two different classes: (1) those privately 
controlled and independent of denomi- 
national or izations; (2) those con- 
trolled by aif minationa organizations. 
The Univers of Chicago, a notorious 
hotbed of unbelief, is given as an ex- 
ample of Christian colleges of the for- 
mer class, although “strictly speaking” 
the denominationally controlled colleges 
are the ones “known as Christian col- 
leges.” 

The problem of “doubt” in the life of 
a young college student is to be, met 
by the counsel and sympathetic inter- 
est of Christian men and women who 
are scholarly, cultured, and experienced. 
It is a fact that “many young people 
find themselves beset with doubt about 
many questions of religious experience 
and belief. This is perfectly natural, 
and is not to be taken too seriously.” 
Again: “We need not be too disturbed 
by some doubts. We can always fall 
back on our own personal experience 
of faith in God, and we can rely on the 


advice of those who have passed suc-’ 


cessfully through such periods of ques- 
tioning as we now experience.” ~The 
reader searches in vain for a statement 
to the effect that we can fall back upon 
_the infallible Word of God. 

Under the heading, Christian Colleges 
Must “Adhere to the Original Purpose,” 
one finds no reference to colleges which 
have departed from the Christian faith, 
but the argument is that colleges 
founded as liberal arts colleges should 
not attempt to introduce too many 
courses extraneous to the field of liberal 
arts. Under the heading, Christian Col- 
leges “Must Be Definitely Christian,” 
we read that “It must be admitted that 
sometimes such schools drift away from 

. « Etheir] moorings.” But what the 
author means by “drifting away” is not 
drifting into Modernism or unbelief, but 
drifting away from ecclesiastical connec- 
tions! “Some of the schools originally 
founded as Christian colleges have 
gradually lost their church contacts.” 
The tendency toward purely secular 
education is deplored; Christian colleges 
must maintain a “spiritual purpose” and 
must inspire students “in their accep- 
tance of the ideals of Christ.” 

Many readers of THe Sunpay ScHoo. 
Tres will be disappointed to find a 
book under this title simply an indiffer- 
ent instrument of promotion for a re- 
ligious educational program which, in 
part at least, is thoroughly Modernistic. 


The Greatest Thing in the Universe, 
The Living Word of God. By LeBaron 
W. Kinney. (Loizeaux Bros., New York; 
may be had from the Author, 18100 
Cornwall Road, Cleveland, Ohio, $1.50.) 
A foreword by Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein, 
Headmaster of the Stony Brook School 
for Boys, states that the author reveals 
“the wonders of Biblical structure” and 
“opens up new marvels in precision, in- 
tricacy, and inexhaustible beauty of 
God’s written revelation. His thought- 
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ful pages bear overwhelming testimony 
to the inspiration of the Scriptures.” 
He writes in a “deep devotional spirit.” 
Some thoroughly sound students of the 
Bible feel strongly that‘the numerical 
process of reasoning, upon which this 
book is based, is fundamentally wrong; 
others strongly favor it. Mr. Kinney 
reveals on every page his devotion to 
the Lord Jesus Christ and his faith in 
the inspired inerrancy of the Word of 
God. 


A Compend of the Institutes of the 
Christian Religion. By John Calvin. 
Edited by Hugh Thomson Kerr, Jr., 
Ph.D. (Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 
$2.50.) In his foreword, Dr. Kerr says: 
“In recent years there has been a re- 
vival of what is commonly called Cal- 
vinism. Whatever the causes of this 
revival, it is obvious that the Church 
is being forced to rethink its position, 
and it is doing so by recalling and re- 
affirming the great evangelical doctrines 
of the Reformation.” Because of this 
trend which Dr. Kerr senses, he has felt 
the need for a “unified: and comprehen- 
sive treatment of the whole body of the- 


ology.” Believing that such a treatment 
is admirably presented in ‘GAlvin’s In- 
stitutes, he has here given us what might 


be called a digest of that. ménumental 
work. Much extraneous Midterial has 
been eliminated, with the result that in 
about one-tenth the space of the orig- 
inal treatment Dr. Kerr has given us the 
essence of the Reformed theological po- 
sition. 

While many Christians will not agree 
with certain of Calvin’s positions, all 
who love the Word will delight in this 
new presentation of the Calvinistic the- 
ology. Pastorsand other students will es- 
pecially appreciate Calvin’s lucid presen- 
tation of the great themes of original sin, 
grace, and the Person of Christ. It is 
truly a source of encouragement that 
the need of such a volume has been felt. 
A helpful index has been provided. Dr. 
Kerr has been faced with a great task 
and has done it well. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D, 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lesson, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


December 30 to January 5 


Mon.—Luke 13:1-9. Affliction Permitted. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTions: “Sinners above 
all . . ..?”. The problem of suffering 
is mysterious. God.is true, and: what 
He permits in holiness, righteousness, 
and good will must be a good providence. 
Submit to God’s will in faith, hope, and 
love. Bear. God’s love in mind: and you 


‘thine infirmity.” 
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will bear afflictions well. Pray for the 
Jerry McAuley Cremorne Mission, New 
York. 


Tues.—Luke 13:10-17. Affliction Relieved. 
Prayer SvucGcestions: “Loosed from 
Weakness of the flesh 
and the spirit appear under testings. 
Only Christ can heal mental, moral, and 
spiritual weaknesses. The state of the 
heart is worse than physical ills. Relief 
in all cases is a mercy of God. Pray for 


Two Noteworthy Books 


KNOW THE TRUTH 
By Rev. Joseph A. Cottam, Ph.D. 


This book vividly presents the great essentials of the 
Christian faith in a comprehensive and most convinc- 
ing manner. It is a penetrating, constructive, timely 
message by a man whose mind probes deeply, thinks 
clearly, and with a definite purpose. 


THE HOLY SPIRIT 
By Rev. Wick Broomall 


This book is a veritable thesaurus of information on 
one of the most profound yet most practical of the essen- 
tial doctrines of the Christian faith. By its clarity and 
convincing logic it dispels the dense ignorance concern- 
ing the person and redemptive work of the Holy Spirit. 


Price $1.50 each postpaid 
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Dr.. Barnardo’s Homes, Scarborough, 
Eng. 
Wed.—John 9:1-7. Affliction Overruled. 

Prayer Succestions: “That the works 
of God should be made manifest.” God 
is more glorified by what we suffer than 
by what we escape. Continuance of 
affliction did more for Job and Jeremiah 
than cessation could have effected. The 
best way out of troubles is to say: “Not 
my will, but thine, be done,” and to 
drink “the cup” in faith and joy. “Faith, 
if it hath not works, is dead.” Pray for 
Dr. F. B. Meyer’s Children’s Home, Ley- 
tonstone, Eng. 
Thurs.—Job 1:1, 20-22. 

Suffering without Sinning. 

Prayer Succestions: “In all this Job 
sinned not.” Job submitted to-God in 
all his afflictions. He neither murmured 
nor complained. He rested in God’s 
righteousness. He has helped many to 
say: “Though he slay me, yet will I 
trust in him” (13:15). In every state, 
glorify God. Pray for Mr. Mueller’s New 
Orphan Houses, Bristol, Eng. 
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Fri.—Mark 1:29-31. Serving after Recovery. 

Prayer Succestions: “She ministered 
unto them.” Ministries in the super- 
natural wait upon Christ’s ministries of 
grace. Healed, we can help. . The serv- 
ice affected by the Lord’s miraculous, 
touch is marvelous. Recovery from spir- 
itual relapse insures large opportunities 
for serving the Lord. Cleansed foun- 
tains bless multitudes. Pray for The 
Orphan Homes of Scotland (Renfrew- 
shire). 
Sat.—Romans 8:18-23. 

Affliction in View of Glory. 

PraYER SuccEsTions: “The glory which 

shall be revealed in us.” Where the 


sufferings of Christ are abundant; the ~ 


gold of divine favor certainly will be 
marvelous. God never will long be the 
debtor of his saints. For the iron of 
affliction, He will repay the gold of 
Heaven. “The sufferings of this present 
time are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory which shall be revealed in us.” 


If you receive his grace, you will surely 








THE SHADDUCK ROOKS 


Meet 5 great needs for books that defend the faith--scee 
language, something youth will read, and low cost 


cy, gripping {nterest, simple 
must be worth while, g S% 9 of 


They 
books we sell go to buyers of 10 or more for distribution to &.S. Classes, Be. Ry ead 2 neigh 


ONLY RABBIT TRACKS, BUT THEY: RAISE 


Two QUESTIONS THAT BAFFLE UNBELIEVERS 


“DUSTY = DEITY.” By such simple illustrations as above, are 


credited. 


theories of unbelievers dis- 


book shows that only a miracle-working God could a the author of the marve? 


of piants and animals. Has many sketches and illustrations. Book review in S.S. Times, Dec. 
says, “The wonders of God’s creation are revealed in an unforgettable way, and the feisity 
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have his glory. Pray for the Million 
Testaments Campaigns, Pr, ladelphia. 
Sun.—Psalm 163:1-5. God, these@reat Healer. 

PraYER SUGGESTIONS: “Veno healeth all 
thy diseases.” The mind and spirit are 
more in need of God’s healing touch 
than the body. The inner man is trou- 
bled with diverse diseases, and there are 
more than a thousand that can lay the 
body low. The first duty in affliction is 
prayer. “Is any .. . afflicted? let him 
pray.” Recovery for the glory of God 
is a great plea in prayer. Practical 
measures are thus more likely to be 
blessed. Pray for Bulgarian Bible 
School, London. 
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RLY in the gloaming, the fishermen of Lake Galilee launch out into the deep to cast their nets. 
Now the sun has risen and throws his spreading canopy of light over the Lake. These fisher- 





men draw toward the shore, near the hidden site of ancient Bethsaida pointed out by tradition. 
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DO YOU FEEL THIS WAY ABOUT THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES? 
This page has been written by readers of the paper 





I have literally fallen in love at 
first sight with your splendid paper. 
What I like most about. it is that, 
with the articles and other material 
it offers, it makes an impregnable 
defense of the good old one hun- 
dred per cent fundamental faith. 
This is so comforting and reassur- 
ing in these ever spiritually dark- 
ening times. I didn’t know a pub- 
lication of this character existed. 
T'll always bless the day I was in- 
troduced to it. Keep it up, boys! 
So now I am subscribing for a 
whole year.—Manitoba. 





I have an unusual complaint 
about your paper, although several 
have told me the same thing, — 
namely, it’s so full of good things 
we can’t get through with one issue 
before the next one comes.—North 
Carolina. 





Tue Sunpay Scuoot Truss is the 
best weekly Christian paper in 
America today. All others could go 
before I would be without it. I 
am with you entirely in your fine 
testimony. The Lord is blessing 
you.—Rhode Island. 





Recently, since exchange has 
soared to such an extent, I have 
tried to bring myself to do without 
your valuable paper, but I find it 
almost impossible to get sufficient 
material for the type of Sunday 
school work I do without your illus- 
trations and fine notes. I teach in 
quite a large country school with 
very few teachers, and. therefore 
have often to teach a group of large 
variation in ages, never knowing 
for just what age to prepare to 
bring the message, so I find your 
paper the best I can get for bright, 
concise, and always true notes. 
Your illustrations are so fine that I 
quite often use them as stories for 
large groups, and have offen been 
asked where I got certain illustra- 
tions and stories given. I am always 
pleased to speak/a word for your 
good magazine.—Ontario, 


There is no more interesting expe- 
rience that members of the TIMES 
editorial staff have than that of 
reading the mail that pours in daily, 
from all over the world. This paper 
goes every week into every state 
and province of North America and 
more than one hundred foreign 
countries. The response in personal 
letters from readers is really amaz- 
ing. The letters are as different as 
their writers. To read them gives 
the staff varied experiences. Some- 
times the letters are wholesomely 
chastening, in their pointing out of 
mistakes or oversights in writing 
and editing. Sometimes they are 
sharp, severe, sarcastic in unre- 
strained criticism. But far outnum- 
bering the chastening or unpleasant 
letters (for these are in a small 
minority) are the letters of encour- 
agement and appreciation for the 
ministry of the paper. Such letters 
bring a real uplift to the staff and 
fill the editors’ hearts with thanks- 
giving. 

It is additional cause for grati- 
tude that the letters coming today 
— that is, during recent weeks and 
months—have never been  sur- 
passed, in their encouragement, in 
the memory of the oldest members 
of the editorial staff. It is from 
the many letters of this sort, grate- 
fully received, that a small selection 
is given on this page so that all 
the Times Family may share in the 
blessing of this heartening fellow- 
ship. 


One outstanding reason why I ad- 
mire the Trves is your attitude 
toward those with whom you dif- 
fer.. You leave me with the im- 
pression that your problems are 
usually handled after a divine plan, 
not by human methods. A person 
may differ with your position, but 
it isn’t so easy to show where you 
have erred from the Scriptural 
standpoint.—Ontario. 





You have a distinctive field and 
are different, and always reliable, 
which cannot be said of some 
others. There is always a sane 
Scripturalness to everything that 
you publish, which is refreshing 
and inspiring.—British Columbia. 





I am so grateful the Lord ever ° 


led me to take THe Sunpay Schoo. 
Trm_Es. It has established my faith 
and been a guide regarding many 
things over and over.—New York 
State. 








There is so much of real value 
in THe Sunpay ScHoo. Trues —to 
read, think over, and read again — 
that the week between issues seems 
hardly enough time to thoroughly 
digest all the wealth of informa- 
tion in each copy.—Pennsylwania. 


I do not believe there is another 
paper in existence that God has 
so marvelously used to his glory as 
THE Sunpay ScHoot Trmes. What 
a wonderful privilege you have in 
giving the testimony to so many 
thousands in every niche and cor- 
ner of this old world! I want to 
send it to my son, who is in college 
studying for the ministry. I asked 
him wnich paper to have sent him, 
and he asked for THe Sunpay ScHOooL 
Trmes. He felt it kept him straight 
on so many questions.—California. 














One of the best evangelical peri- 
Odicals in the world is Tae SuNDAy 
ScuHoo. Trmes. This paper has no 
counterpart approaching it in. ex- 
cellence among the evangelical 
newspapers in England.—Cambridge 
University, England. 





Dr. Ironside’s lesson commentary 
is especially valued. His lessons 
savor of mature experience. Prob- 
lems in the Christian walk are espe- 
cially great up here, where there 
is so much infidelity and inconsis- 
tent Christian living. Often I have 
despaired at my~own fruitlessness. 
THe Sunpay ScHoo. Tres has 
helped so much. There are the 
experiences of others who -have 
solved problems on their knees. 
The attacks upon our faith are 
many. How they are answered 
often comes in the Trowes.—British 
Columbia. 





As you read these letters, won’t 
you stop a moment and think of 
friends who are not yet taking The 
Sunday Schksol Times, but who you 
believe ought to be sharing in just 
such blessings as the writers of the 
letters say the paper has brought 
them? Then won’t you pass this 
page on to those friends, asking 
them to read the letters and run 
through this issue of the paper and 
consider having the TIMES come 
regularly into their homes? You 
may have as many extra copies of 
this issue as you wish, without 
charge, in order to do this if you 
will sencé your name and address, 
asking for any number of copies 
of the issue containing Letters from 
Readers, and addressing The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 325 
North 13th Street, Philadelphia. 
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